
Regd No DA: 6392, Vol 03: No. 289 *  Dhaka Monday July 08, 2019 *  Ashar 24, 1426, BS *  Zilqad 04, 1440 Hijri *  16 Pages  * Price: Tk 10.00 www.bangladeshpost.net

Mohammad Zakaria

The fastest growing four mega proj-
ects, metro rail, elevated expressway,
bus rapid transit are expected to be
completed by 2021, while the
proposed underground railway is
expected to be completed by 2026
as works are going on at full speed.

With the completion of the proj-
ects the devastating traffic situation
of Dhaka city, which takes up 3.2
million work hours everyday, would
be over.

The city dwellers would get a
relief from long sufferings from
chaotic traffic system, vehicle pollu-
tion, delays on the roads and
unwanted accidents once the proj-
ects are launched. 

Some mega transport improve-
ment projects are now in

progress namely the construc-
tion of Metro Rail, Dhaka
Elevated Expressway and Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT).

The proposed underground
railway or better known as MRT
Line-1, will link the capital's airport
with Kamalapur. It will also have

an elevated part to connect
Purbachal with Notun Bazar in the
city. The project deadline is 2026.

See Page 2 Col 5

Dhaka city’s 4 mega
projects coming

(L) Proposed 40-kilometre Mass Rapid Transport Line-2 from Gabtoli to Sayedabad through Mirpur Road (R) A
portion of the under-construction Metro Rail in city’s Banglamotor area. Photo: BP

PM to brief media
on China visit

today
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will
brief the media on her five-day bilat-
eral official visit to China today,
reports BSS.

The media briefing will start at 4
pm at her official Ganobhaban resi-
dence, the PM’s Speech Writer M
Nazrul Islam said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
returned home Saturday afternoon
after wrapping up her five-day bilat-
eral official visit to China at the invi-
tation of her Chinese counterpart
Li Keqiang.

Awami League General Secretary
and Road Transport and Bridges
Minister Obaidul Quader Sunday
said hartal is no more a weapon of
mass movement as the countrymen
understand the reality, reports BSS.

“Gas price has been increased for
cost adjustment. Even after that the
government will have to give
subsidy,” he told a press conference
at the AL president’s Dhanmondi
political office following a meeting
of the party secretariat.

He said there was no reflection of
the hartal called by left-leaning

parties for today in protest of the
gas price hike. “Everything was 
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Marshall Island
president Hilda,

Ban Ki-moon due
on Tuesday

Marshall Island President Dr Hilda
Heine and former UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon are scheduled
to arrive Dhaka on Tuesday on a
two-day visit to attend the “Dhaka
Meeting of the Global Commission
on Adaptation”, reports BSS.

The Marshal Island President will
arrive in the early hours of Tuesday
while Ban Ki-moon in the afternoon.
They will be received by foreign
minister Dr AK Abdul Momen at 

See Page 2 Col 1

The High Court (HC) Sunday
directed Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (WASA) to
submit a report within the next two
weeks explaining the steps taken
after the tracing of chlorine,
ammonia, arsenic and human feces
in its water, reports BSS.

A HC division bench comprising
Justice JBM Hassan and Justice Md
Khairul Alam passed the order as
deputy attorney general Motahar
Hossain Sazu submitted a report
that said contamination was found
in water samples taken from eight

different supply points of Dhaka
WASA.

“The presence of harmful
bacteria, high level of ammonia and
even the traces of human feces were
found in the water samples. The
court has asked Dhaka WASA to
give its explanation in writing as to
what steps it has taken after the
latest fi ndings,” Advocate Md
Tanvir Ahmed told newsmen.

Following an order of the High
Court, the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural 
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Shakib retains
ODI ranking

New Delhi Correspondent

Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan has
retained the top spot among all-
rounders as the International
Cricket Council on Sunday came
out with its latest ranking of players
in One Day Internationals.

England’s Ben Stokes has gained
nine places to reach second position
as all-rounder. In the ICC ODI team 
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Move to develop waterways 
SM Mizanur Rahman 

The government has taken up
various measures to make the
country’s waterways more navi-
gable, sources in the shipping
ministry said.

The shipping ministry has
already embarked on massive
dredging activities in a bid to restore
the navigability of the river routes
throughout the country.

According to the shipping
ministry, dredging activities are in
progress to restore the navigability
of 10,000-kilomtetre river way.

Besides, it has also started devel-
oping the infrastructures of sea
ports, land ports and important
channels.

Considering the significance of
infrastructure related sea-river-land 
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First Hajj flight
starts from Ctg

The first Hajj flight of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines took off from
Chattogram’s Hazrat Shah
Amanat International Airport
Sunday carrying 410 hajj pilgrims
to Jeddha in Saudi Arabia, reports
BSS.

Acting manager of Hazrat Shah
Amanat International Airport,
Khairul Kabir inaugurated the Hajj
flight at the airport, exchanged
greetings with the hajj pilgrims and
offered prayers with them.

He said the government has taken
preparations to ensure smooth
movement of Hajj flights this year.
Necessary measures were also taken
to stop any sort of harassment to
the pilgrims.

He said Biman Bangladesh
Airlines will operate 19 scheduled
Hajj flights from Shah Amanat
Airport.

DU teacher assault case

Report against Nur,
Liton Aug 7

A Dhaka court Sunday set August
7 for submitting probe report in a
case filed against five including now
Dhaka University Central Students’
Union (Ducsu) Vice-President (VP)
Nurul Haq Nur for allegedly
assaulting Rokeya Hall provost
Zeenat Huda.

Dhaka metropolitan magistrate
Sorafuzzaman Ansari set the date
as investigation officer failed to
submit the report on Sunday,
reports BSS.

According to the case documents,
the accused on the morning of
March 11 during the voting of
Ducsu polls tried to spread rumor
among the students. As the Hall
provost tried to calm things down,
they assaulted her and abused other
students too. Dhaka University
student Marjuka Raina on that day 

See Page 2 Col 4

Cardiac unit
inaugurated 
at DMCH

A separate cardiac unit has been
opened at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH), reports
BSS.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Zahid Maleque on Sunday
formally inaugurated the unit for
ensuring emergency healthcare
services and modern treatment
facility to the cardiac patients.

Addressing a function at DMCH
auditorium, he said the Awami
League government has always
attached utmost importance to 
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Agriculture Minister Dr
Mohammad Abdur Razzaque
Sunday laid stress on exploring
newer overseas markets to increase
exports of agricultural products to
make this sector economically
vibrant, reports BSS.

“One of the problems of our agri-
culture is that the lion’s share of our
agro-products is being sold at local
markets. We have to expand export
markets overseas for agro-prod-
ucts,” he told an international
symposium titled “Agricultural 
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Enam Ahmed Chy
made AL advisor

Staff Correspondent

Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury, a
career diplomat
, has been made
Awami League
advisor. 

A w a m i
L e a g u e
P r e s i d e n t
Sheikh Hasina,
b e i n g
empowerd by the  council, appointed him
adviser of the rulling party.  Chowdhury
is also a columnist and former chairman
of the Privatization Commission.

Digital economy
growing substantially
Staff Correspondent

Digital economy has been the focus
of countries across the globe as its
size is growing substantially, $1.26
trillion in Asia Pacific region by 2021,
60 percent of the Gross Domestic
Products (GDP) and 4.4 trillion
Euros in the EU by 2022.

Keeping this in view, the govern-
ments are setting out their national
plans, visions and digital strategies
for the future.

Speakers made the view at the 7th
Annual Sustainable Development
Conference 2019 on ‘Green
Technology, Renewable Energy and
Environmental Protection’ in
Bangkok, Thailand.

Laying due emphasize on impact
of digital economy on sustainable
development, experts further
mentioned that digitization is 4.7
times more powerful than the
average impact of broadband rollout
in boosting economic growth. 

The 3-day Conference is organ-
ized by 'Tomorrow People
Organization', an internationally
recognized non-profit organization
with headquarters in Belgrade,
Serbia. 

A total of 7 thematic papers were
presented in the opening day. Prof.
Salim Hiziroglu from United State
of America (USA) presented paper
on “Sustainable Timber Harvesting
Practices” and Dr. Hesham Dinana

from Egypt
presented the on
“The Impact of
the Digital
Economy on
S u s t a i n a b l e
Development”. 

In his presen-
tation, Prof.
Salim narrated
that timber
harvesting is
extracting and
t r a n s p o r t i n g  
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Hartal no more a weapon
of mass movement: Quader

HC calls explanation for
WASA’s contaminated water

Razzaque for exploring
newer export markets

Nothing to be scared
of dengue: Tajul
Local Government, Rural
Development and Co-operatives
Minister Md Tajul Islam Sunday
urged all concerned not to be scared
of dengue fever as the government
is working on to cope with the
menace, reports BSS.

“We have nothing to be scared of
dengue fever . . . Two city corpora-
tions – Dhaka South City
Corporation (DSCC) and Dhaka
North City Corporation (DNCC) –
are working to restore comfort in

civic life with taking pragmatic
steps, ” the minister said while
presiding over a meeting on water
logging, cleanliness of drains and
drives against mosquito.

He added: “Prior to the rainy
season, all drains have been cleaned.
As we want to build a comfortable
city we are trying to modernize all
the roads of new wards earlier
included in the jurisdictions of the
two city corporations.”

See Page 2 Col 5

Two Congress
leaders resign

New Delhi Correspondent

Two key Congress leaders
Jyotiraditya Scindia, a close aide of
Rahul Gandhi, and Milind Deora,
on Sunday resigned from their orga-
nizational posts, adding to the
turmoil in the party over the party's
crushing defeat in parliamentary
elections.

The first to announce the resig-
nation was Deora as Mumbai
Congress President following a
meeting with Rahul Gandhi who
has also quit as the Congress chief
and this was followed by Scindia,
the party General Secretary, soon
after.

Both Scindia and Deora belong
to the young generation of Congress
leaders and considered Rahul loyal-
ists. "Accepting the people's verdict
and taking accountability, I had
submitted my resignation as
General Secretary of AICC (All India
Congress Committee) to Shri Rahul
Gandhi," Scindia tweeted.

Deora said he was going to take
up a national role to stabilize the 
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High cost deters
aviation growth

Anwar Hossain 

Despite huge potentials, the growth
of aviation industry of the country
is being decelerated due to various
types of high service charges such
as landing, parking, route naviga-
tion, airports charge in domestic
and international routes. 

On the other hand domestic jet
fuel cost comparing to international
market is another barrier to the
private aviation outgrowth. 

However, private airlines of the  
See Page 2 Col 2

Govt appoints
105 AAGs

The government through a gazette
notification on Sunday appointed
105 assistant attorney generals
(AAG’s), reports BSS

A gazette issued from Solicitor
Wing of Law and Justice Division,
said the 105 lawyers are being
appointed as assistant attorney
generals of Bangladesh until passing
of further order.

The notification further said
except the 27 AAGs appointed on
June 12, 2017, and 25 others 

See Page 15 Col 2
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Shakib retains 
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rankings, England remain in first posi-
tion with 123 points but only ahead
of India on decimal points while New
Zealand and Australia are similarly
both on 112 with the former frac-
tionally ahead and South Africa fifth
on 110 points. 

Bangladesh with 89 points is placed
seventh.

India captain Virat Kohli has
retained the top position among ODI
batsmen after scoring five half-
centuries in the ongoing World Cup
but his compatriot and opener Rohit
Sharma has bridged the gap in the
latest rankings after a stupendous run
in the league stage of the 10-team
tournament.

Kohli’s 442 runs at an average of
63.14 have seen him gain one point
and reach 891 points while Rohit has
bridged the gap from 51 points to only
six after becoming the first batsman
to score five centuries in the World
Cup. His 885 points going into the
semi-finals are a career-high. 
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country has repeatedly alleged that
it has become difficult for them to
do business in the regional route
and many of them are planning to
reduce the number of flights to cope
up with their expenditure mainly
because of the high service charges. 

It is to be noted that the Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) is the
concerned authority who collect these
charges from the airlines.

About the service charges it was
learnt that CAAB charges Tk 2403
charge for ATR- 72 or Dash-8 aircraft
landing and navigation in domestic
flight. But the same aircraft is
charged Taka 52,450 when it flies
form Dhaka to Kolkata.  Besides, a
travel tax (return ticket) of Taka 4618
is also charged. 

Private airlines authorities alleged
that as the air distance from Dhaka
to Kolkata is not that much
comparing to domestic routes the
airliner cannot take high ticket price.
When a 70 seater aircraft operates
at Dhaka-Saidpur routes,  it earns
(return ticket price is Tk 6000) Tk
420000 and has to pay Tax for
passenger Tk 39410, for navigation
and landing Tk 4806. 

When the same aircraft operates
at Dhaka to Kolkata routes, it earns
(return ticket Tk 12000) Tk 840000.
But it has to pay Tax for passengers
Tk 3,23,260, for navigation and
landing Tk 87,063. Besides, the
airliner also have to carry foreign
stations operating cost. 

In this regard, Chief Operating
Officer of Regent Air Ashish Rai
Choudhury told Bangladesh Post
that, “We are continuously
approaching to the government to
reduce the service charges of avia-
tion industry. To sustain the industry
the government should pay atten-
tion to this sector”. 

“If the government lift or reduce
the aviation charges for a certain
period of time, then we the private
airlines will be able to sustain as
in this condition it has become
hard to gain profit. Reducing
charges will also help to compete
with the foreign airliners which
will save huge foreign currencies”-
he added. 

Aviation expert opined that, in
this very situation if the charges are
reconsidered at a flexible level then
the airliners could compete with
global airliners. To nourish domestic

airlines governments in different
countries provide subsidies. Jet fuel
cost is also need to be reduced in
the context of the country. 

A high official of the concerned
ministry said that for providing
incentive to the country’s airlines
the government has plan to reduce
aeronautical charges. A proposal has
already been sent to the concern
ministry.   

It was learnt that, already United
Airways, GMG Airlines, Best Air, Arrow
Bengal Airlines and Air Parabat have
laid off their business in the country
due to increased operating costs, fuel
price hike and other charges.

Sayed Mohammad Mozammel
Haque, director (operation and
planning) of Bangladesh Petroliam
Corporation, told Bangladesh Post
that jet fuel price in Bangladesh,
comparing to that of in Kolkata, is
always one cent lower. This fuel
price is even higher in Kathmandu
and other countries.

About the fuel price difference in
international and domestic routes
he said, “We calculate fuel price in
our local currency but when dollar
price goes up, fuel price changes in
our country.”

High cost deters aviation
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The 20.1 km Metro Rail project or
MRT Line-6 is expected to launch
train services from Uttara to
Agargaon in the first phase of the
project by the end of this year. The
second phase, from Agargaon to
Motijheel, will be completed by
2020.

The Tk 8,940 crore Dhaka
Elevated Expressway, with a length
of 19.73km, starts at Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport and contin-
uous over the railway track up to
Khilkhet area and follow the railway
track on the Bangladesh railway’s
own land. 

At Khilkhet area the expressway
alignment turns eastward, crossing
the railway track from west to east,
to avoid the Kuril flyover
Interchange making a semi-circular
turn over Khilkhet, Kuril, the Progati
Sarani and finally into Joar Shahara.

The government is also planning
to construct the third metro rail
(MRT line-5) connecting
Hemayetpur and Vatara through
the Dhaka Cantonment.

The metro rail will have two
elevated parts – the first one to be
constructed between Hemayetpur
and Aminbazar (5.5km) while the
second part will connect Natun
Bazar and Vatara (0.5km).

Besides, the 13.6km long under-
ground part will be constructed
between Gabtoli and Gulshan-2 via
Dar-Us-Salam, Mirpur-1, Mirpur-
10, Mirpur-14, Kochukhet, canton-
ment and Banani.

Lastly, the construction of 22 km
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) from
Airport to Jhilmil, Keraniganj is also
in progress aiming at resolving
traffic congestion in the capital city.
Once the BRT Line-3 from Airport
to Jhilmil project is completed, it will
benefit some 30,000 passengers from
both sides of the route in an hour.

BRT will have 16 stations from
Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport to Jhilmil, Keraniganj.
According to the project details, the
BRT Line-3 would have an inter-
connection facility with the under-
construction Gazipur-Airport BRT
at Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport station. 

In the phase-1, the authority will
implement the project from Airport

to Mohakhali, phase-2 will be
completed from Mohakhali to
Gulistan and phase-3 will be imple-
mented from Gulistan to Jhilmil,
Keraniganj over the Buriganga
River.

Such mega infrastructure
construction projects, once
completed shortly would make an
immense impact on the economy of
the country when the traffic conges-
tion crisis would come to an end. 

Considering Dhaka's economic
potential the city is only one percent
of the country's total area but its
contribution to GDP will be 36
percent and will create 44 percent
of the country's total employment,
according to a recent World Bank
study.

The present government has
given special attention on removing
the obstacles in the city’s traffic
congestions and the huge allocation
in the transport development
systems reflects how serious the
government is. 

On completion of the transport-
related projects, it would address
some major challenges, including
pollution, congestion, accidents,
public transport shortage, environ-
mental degradation, climate change,
and energy depletion.

The city dwellers would greatly
enjoy living as the advanced trans-
ports would offer fast, more effi-
cient and pollution free traveling. 

Bangladesh Post spoke to the
former lead economist of the World
Bank, Dr Zahid Hossain and asked
what impacts the transport projects
would have on the economy of the
country. 

Dr Zahid agreed that if every-
thing goes as per the plan of the
government the traffic congestion
would surely see a massive
change. He, however, warned that
by the time the projects compete
the volume of the traffic would
also substantially increase. He
questioned whether the volume
of the newly added vehicles on the
roads would add to the current
congestions problems or not.

He said, “The transport improve-
ment projects are welcome but
whether they would practically
solve the existing problems is the
biggest challenge.”

Dhaka city’s 4 mega
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ports and their efficient operational
system in expanding international
and domestic trade, the government
is implementing a massive action
plan to conduct capital dredging to
modernise the country’s seaports.

Alongside the river ways, devel-
opment of necessary infrastructure
and facilities at the seaports are also
in progress.

A Tk 17,000 crore project is being
implemented to construct a bay
terminal at Chattogram port.

The handling capacity of the
Chattogram port will be enhanced
significantly from present 2.8 million
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs)
to 3 million TEUs by the end of this
financial year.

Besides, projects are being imple-
mented to build necessary infrastruc-
tures and facilities at Payra sea port.

The construction work of Payra
deep sea port at Kalapara in
Patuakhali is making a steady
progress. A tender to build the first
terminal will be floated by
September, officials said.   

The port is the country’s 3rd and
largest sea port and will add the
much-needed port capacity to
Bangladesh to enable larger vessels
to call at the facility.

Among the main projects, works
on the first terminal, a coal-fired
power plant and dredging will start
by the middle of this year. By 2021,
international ships will be able to
come to the terminal directly.

On the other hand, as the Mongla
port is already a profitable and busy
port with enhanced foreign ship
anchoring, cargo handling, and high
exports and imports in the last ten
years and six months, the govern-
ment is also working to enhance
capacity of the port. 

The projects include construction
of four jetties and two yards, a large

multi-storeyed garage for car
parking, four lanes road, purchasing
of 11 survey and tag boats and
modern machineries for handling
cargoes and containers.

On the other hand, a  ‘compre-
hensive effort’ will be made to
protect all rivers, canals, haors and
other water bodies as the country’s
agriculture and rural economy are
dependent on them.

The country has some 405 rivers
of which 57 trans-boundary rivers. 

Due to climate change and
different natural and man-made
problems, the country’s rivers and
water bodies are being polluted
gradually.

Around 77 rivers have totally
disappeared from the map of
Bangladesh, with their beds serving
as croplands, according to experts. 

“Rivers are disappearing due to
the unplanned construction of
embankments and culverts,
unabated encroachment, the
absence of dredging, lack of water
flow, urbanisation, siltation, earth-
quakes, climate change and
construction of barrages and with-
drawal of water with the construc-
tion of dams in the upstream,” Abu
Naser Khan, chairman of Paribesh
Bachao Andolon (POBA), told
Bangladesh Post.

According to him, the govern-
ment has formulated NRCC Act
2013 to prevent grabbing of rivers,
pollution and establishing of illegal
structures, retrieve natural flow of
river, proper maintenance of rivers
and make rivers as favourable to
shipping to ensure the rivers multi-
dimensional use for the socioeco-
nomic development of the country.

Meanwhile, State Minister for
Shipping Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury said dredging of 25
rivers are now underway including
the dead and dry rivers in order to

keep the navigability of the river
route throughout the country.

“The dredging of 25 rivers are
now going on ….it will continue till
2026,” the state minister said.

Of the total rivers under dredging,
he said, 13 are dead and dry rivers.
The dead and dry rivers are Kongso
river, Mogra, Chalti, Dudkumar,
Rokti, Baulai, Rakshaw-Nalar river,
Arial kha, Monu, Atrai, Buri, Natun
river and Moynakata river.

Many rivers like the Chitra,
Daudkhali, Chengrail, Ghanoraj,
Betna, Mukuleswari, Labangabati,
Herther, Atharobeki, Salta, Dakua
Khal, Sui, Dhanu, Balardi, Phutki,
Mora Kumar and Muchikhali have
completely vanished from
Bangladesh’s map.

Besides, most portions of rivers
like the Padma, Ganges, Teesta,
Brahmaputra, Jamuna,
Dhaleshwari, Sandhya, Meghna,
Buriganga, Shitalakhya and
Bangalee have already dried up
because of the irresponsibility of
local residents and the government’s
negligence, complained green
activists and river experts.

About 45 rivers like the
Kaliganga, Bangshi, Banar, Patnai,
Jadukatha, Manu, Mogra, Dakatia,
Dhorla, Old Brahmaputra,
Mohananda, Arialkha, Gorai, Hura
Sagor, Karotoa, Bibiana, Pagla, Rakti,
Dakua, Barak, Patnai, Kangsha,
Turag, Nabaganga, Ichamati,
Madhumati, Dumuria, Someswari,
Balu, Jamuneswari and Dhaleswari
are about to die, an expert said. 

The length of internal river routes
of the country is 6,000 kilometres
during the monsoon and 4,000 kilo-
metres in the dry season, according
shipping ministry sources.

About 1,620 km of river routes
have totally disappeared. Farmers
are now cultivating crops on these
lands.

Move to develop waterways
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Congress but did not specify what
the role would be.

Ahead of the elections, Rahul had
appointed Scindia and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra as in-charges for
Uttar Pradesh, electorally the most
crucial Indian state with 80 parlia-
mentary seats, in a bid to revive the
party the state.

The Congress, however, could
win only one seat, with BJP winning
62 out of 80 seats in the state. In an
embarrassment to the Congress,
Rahul himself lost from his family
stronghold Amethi.

Overall, the Congress won only
52 of 543 Lok Sabha seats. Scindia,
a four-time parliamentarian from
Guna in Madhya Pradesh, also lost
his time-tested constituency.

Taking responsibility for the
loss, Rahul had quit as party pres-
ident on May 25. A spate of resig-
nations by local level leaders
followed when it became clear that
he was not going to have rethink
on his decision.

Earlier this week, Rahul made
public an open letter on his Twitter,
listing the reasons for resigning from
the top party post.

Two Congress leaders
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normal everywhere,” he added. 
Quader said: “We do realistic poli-

tics in people’s interest. We don’t do
politics over vote issue.”

Commenting on BNP’s call for a
movement to free the party’s
Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia
from jail, he said BNP could not
wage any movement even for 10
minutes in the past 10 years and the
party won’t be able to do that in
future too.

Whenever any court verdict goes
against BNP, its leaders do not want
to obey law, trial and verdict, he
added.

Replying to a question, Quader
said Awami League’s national
conference will be held in due time
as “We have necessary preparations
for it.” He said July 21 has been fixed
for form distribution for ‘member
collection campaign’ of the party.

The key target of the campaign is
to include persons who believe in
the spirit of Liberation War, who
were not involved in wrongdoings
and those who worked for the party
in the previous elections.

AL Joint General Secretaries
Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Dr Dipu
Moni, Advocate Jahangir Kabir
Nanak and Abdur Rahman,
Organizing Secretaries Ahmed
Hossain, Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury and AKM Enamul
Haque Shamim, Information and
Research Secretary Afjal Hossain,
Science and Technology Affairs
Secretary Engineer Abdus Sabur,
Relief and Social Welfare Secretary
Sujit Roy Nandi, Forest and
Environment Secretary Delwar
Hossain and Central Working
Committee member Marufa Akhter
Popy were present in the press
conference.

Hartal no more a weapon

HC calls explanation
From Page  1 Col  2

Development took samples of water
from 34 areas in 10 zones and tested
those at the laboratories of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology, Dhaka University and
International Centre for Diarrhoeal
Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b).

Of those 34 samples, contamina-
tions were found in eight. The HC on
November 6, 2018, formed a four-
member committee with representa-
tives from LGRD Ministry, Dhaka
University, BUET and icddr,b. The
court on May 21, asked this committee
to test the water.

From Page 1 Col  2

trees or logs from the forestland
to a final production site. One of
the most important aspects
throughout the harvesting oper-
ations is maximising the mate-
rial recovered while keeping the
overall cost at minimum level. 

He also opined, “Digitalization
and sustainability are two of the
most powerful influences in
today’s economic landscape and
each has generated massive
amount of research on how it
influences different aspects of
peoples live.” 

He described how ICT & The
Digital Economy contribute to
the achievement of the SDGs and
which, out of the 17 SDGs are the
ones impacted the most by ICT
and lastly, which sectors of the
digital economy has the highest
impact on SDGs achievement. 

“ICT can pave the way for the
age of sustainable development
transformation where tech-
nology is a key enabler for plan-
etary and human well-being”,
Hesham opined. 

Mahesh Bangad from India
presented a paper on ‘Light in
Vernacular Temples of Pune.” In
his research study, he said,
numerous temples were built in
the city of Pune in the seven-
teenth to nineteenth centuries.
These are not of the classical
typology and quality, but are

rather stylised vernacular adap-
tations of classical temples. 

In his paper styled “Climate
change and trend of natural
mountain ecosystems in
Morocco”, Prof. Mohammed
Sghir Taleb focused on impact of
climate change on mountain
ecosystem as well as adaptation
and mitigation actions developed
by Morocco to address the issue.

Jamilah Karim of Malaysia
made a presentation on
“Occurrence, Determination and
Treatment of Bisphenol A in
Langat River in Malaysia.” 

In research paper, she focused
on how to extract and concen-
trate BPA, to determine the
concentration of BPA and to
conduct treatment in removing
BPA. In her paper she has tried
to find out the occurrence and
concentration of Bisphenol A
(BPA) in Langat River and also
tributary of Langat River as case
study.

A fellow member of Institute
of Cost & Management
Accountants of Bangladesh
(ICMAB) and Deputy Managing
Director of Prime Bank Limited;
Md. Touhidul Alam Khan is
participating in the conference
as an expert as well as member
of Scientific Committee and jury
board as well. 

Khan will present a paper on
“Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs): Implementation Status
in Bangladesh” in the afternoon
session on Monday.

Delegates from 38 countries
are attending in the conference.

Digital economy growing Marshall Island 
From Page  1 Col  3

Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport,
official sources said here today.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will
inaugurate the one-day meeting on
Wednesday morning at Hotel
InterContinental where Ban Ki-moon,
the current chair of Global Commission
on Adaptation (GCA), will address a
session titled “Way forward and next
step towards climate change adapta-
tion”.

Before the inaugural session, Premier
Sheikh Hasina will hold a meeting with
the Marshall Island President and the
former UN chief at the same hotel to
discuss various issues related to climate
change adaptation efforts.

In the opening session of the meeting,
Dr Hilda, Ban Ki-moon and CGA CO-
Chair Dr Kristaline Georgieva will
speak apart from the Bangladesh prime
minister while foreign minister Momen
will deliver the welcome address.

The meeting will end at noon with the
remarks of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Minister M Shahab Uddin.

Different sessions titled ‘community
dialogue’, ‘action tacks – mobilizing
accelerated adaptation and support’,
and ‘mobilizing a global audience –
communication tools and events’ will
take place after the inaugural session.

The Marshal Island president and
Ban Ki-moon are also scheduled to visit
Khrushkul Special Asrayan Project at
Ukhiya in Cox’s Bazar in the afternoon,
sources said.

Foreign Minister Momen will host a
dinner for the dignitaries at Hotel
InterContinental in the evening.

On Tuesday, the Marshal Island pres-
ident will attend a preparatory meeting
at the same venue to discuss various
issues including accelerating adapta-
tion action and support from
Bangladesh and around the world.

Environment, Forest and Climate
Change minister M Shahab Uddin, CEO
of Global Commission for Adaptation
centre Dr Patrick V Verkooijen,
Executive Vice President and Managing
Director of Manish Bapna and CGA
Commissioner and Executive Director
of BRAC Muhammad Musa will also
attend the preparatory meeting.

Both Dr Hilda and Ban Ki-moon
will leave Dhaka in the early hours
of Thursday while the foreign
minister will be present at the airport
to see them off.

Razzaque for 
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Innovation: A Pathway to
Sustainable Development in
Bangladesh” at North South
University (NSU) here.

He said farmers scarcely get fair
prices of agricultural products in
case of enormous output.

Razzaque said agriculture must
be made technology-prone to
reduce the production cost.

The minister stressed on putting
much emphasis on food processing and
its preservation and exports of agricul-
ture products. He urged the foreign
investors to invest in Bangladesh’s
economic zones as congenial invest-
ment climate exists in the country.

NSU Vice-Chancellor Professor Atique
Islam presided over the symposium.

From Page 1 Col  5

DSCC Mayor Mohammad Sayeed
Khokon, DNCC Mayor Atiqul
Islam, Local Government Division
Secretary Helauddin Ahmmed and
senior officials of both the city corpo-
rations took part in the programme.

Speaking on the occasion, Mayor
Sayeed Khokon said no such situa-
tion has been created till now which
might frighten the people about
dengue and chikungunya as it is
possible to control the diseases with
taking institutional initiatives and
creating mass awareness.

“Considering the dengue situa-
tion, the DSCC was divided into
four divisions (parts) with the
appointment of 28 community

ambassadors, seven of them for each
division. They will spray pesticides
used to control the mosquitoes”, he
added.

He informed the meeting that a
total of 150 medical teams have also
been constituted to oversee the
dengue fever at ward level and they
would start working from July 15.

All hospitals have been directed
to provide necessary treatment for
the dengue fever as the DSCC will
bear all expenses at free of cost, the
mayor added.

DNCC mayor Atiqul Islam termed
the prevention of dengue fever as a
big challenge and said, “We’ll make
the city free from mosquitoes with the
help of all city dwellers.”

Nothing to be scared 

Cardiac unit 
From Page 1 Col  6

quality health care services consid-
ering it as one of the basic rights
of the people.

Highlighting the steps taken by
the government for development
of the country’s health sector, the
health minister said the present
government has formulated a
time-befitting national health
policy.

Secretary M Sohorab Hossain
and Swadhinata Chikitsak
Parishad President Iqbal Arslan
were present, among others.

Report against Nur
From Page 1 Col  6

filed the case against
five with Shahbagh Police

Station.
The five accused are- Nurul Haq

Nur, Bangladesh Student Union
leader Liton

Nandi, Chattradal leader Anisur
Rahman, Chattra Federation
leader Umme Habiba Benzir and
Sheikh Moushumi.

The plaintiff also accused 30-40
unnamed persons in the case.
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MPs leave for UK to join Inter-
Parliamentary Cricket World Cup
Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Parliamentarian Cricket
Team set out to participate in the
first ever Inter-Parliamentary Cricket
World Cup (IPCWC) from 9-14 July
in England. 

In parallel to ICC World Cup 2019,
parliament members from eight
cricket-playing nations, Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, New
Zealand, Australia, South Africa and
the host country England will
compete with bat and ball for the
glory of their respective country. 

A team consisting of seventeen
members of parliament led by
Naimur Rahman Durjoy former

captain of Bangladesh National
Cricket Team is to reach London by
7th July. 

The State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Shahriar Alam MP, himself
is coordinating with the host parlia-
ment in collaboration with
Bangladesh Cricket Board. 

Bangladesh team met the Speaker
Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury on the
last day of budget session before
their departure for the tournament.
A four-member technical team under
Coach Dipu Roy Chowdhury has
been preparing Bangladesh team,
and this technical team will also
accompany the Bangladesh team. 

The tournament will take place in

different cricket venues in London
dividing the eight teams in two
groups. Bangladesh belongs to the
Group-B with Pakistan, South Africa
and New Zealand. 

Group-A consists of India,
England, Australia and Sri Lanka. 

However, in four practice
matches, each team will face the
team of other group on 9 July before
the beginning of group-stage
matches on 10th July. 

Two teams will go from each
group to the semi-finals and then
final. In group stage the match will
be of 15 overs and the semi-final and
final would be of 20 overs. 

During the tournament, parlia-
mentarians of those countries will
be invited to attend receptions to be
given respectively by the Speaker of
House of Commons John Barcow at
his Parliament Residence on 8th July,
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt at
Durbar Court at the British Foreign
office on 9th July and the Prime
Minister Thersea May at the Rose
Garden at 10 Downing Street on 14th
July.  It is expected that the tourna-
ment using the soft power of sport
will help building friendship among
MPs of the participating nations
which could be termed as “friend-
ship in pitch”. 

Bangladesh team is looking
forward to the main spirit of the
tournament while they are very
upbeat about their success by virtue
of   young parliamentarians.

Rohingyas’ repatriation
must be safe, voluntary
Malaysian FM says during his visit in Cox’s Bazar
Sarwar Azam Manik

Malaysian Foreign Minister
Saifuddin Abdullah has said that
Rohingyas who have taken shelter
in Cox's Bazar must return to
Myanmar. But their return must be
safe and voluntary. Rakhine will
have to give them freedom to move
freely, he added. 

He said that human rights must
be confirmed. In this regard, the
ASEAN countries continue diplo-
matic work on Myanmar. The coun-
tries are very concerned about the
Rohingya crisis, he said. 

He said these while briefing
reporters at the Jamtoli Mercy
Malaysia Hospital on Sunday after
visiting different Rohingya camps
in Ukhia.

In response to one of the jour-
nalists' questions, he said, “We have
a clear picture that the Rohingyas
have been massacred in Myanmar.
Ethnic elimination has been done.
Rohingya Muslims have been
victims of terrible torture. For that
reason, more than one million
Rohingyas crossed the border and
were forced to take refuge in this
Cox's Bazar region. Not only that,

the same reason Myanmar's
Rakhine displaced 150,000
Rohingyas, living their camps in
their own country.”

The Malaysian government
applauded the government of
Bangladesh for their immediate
shelter. 

Malaysian Foreign Minister
visited Malaysian Field Hospital in
Ukhia in morning. He visited the
Rohingya medical activities there.
During this time, he interacted with
the doctors. After that he visited
Rohangi camp No. 17 at Palanghali. 

Later, he visited Jamtoli Rohingya
Camp. He exchanged views with
doctors. Later, he distributed relief
material among Rohingyas.

Noted that Malaysian Foreign
Minister Saifuddin Abdullah came
to Bangladesh on Saturday for a
three-day visit. 

In the evening, the Malaysian
minister joined a bilateral meeting
with his Bangladesh counterpart
Dr AK Abdul Momen at State
guesthouse Padma. They discussed
the issues of mutual interest. Issues
related to trade, investment and
manpower export were also
discussed in the meeting.

Malaysian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in a statement, said the visit
will provide an opportunity to
strengthen the existing warm and
friendly relations between the two
countries.

Bangladesh parliamentarian cricket team members, led by Naimur

Rahman Durjoy, former captain of Bangladesh national cricket team, pose

with Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury for a photo at the latter’s office

at Jatiya Sangsad on Sunday.

Visiting Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah is seen distribut-

ing medicines among the Rohingyas at a Rohingya camp at Ukhia in Cox’s

Bazar on Sunday.

Pragati Industries to
make car in country
Staff Correspondent, Ctg

Industries Minister Nurul Majid
Mahmud Humayun has said that
the government is providing all
kinds of supports to establish new
industries in the country.

He said this while speaking at a

view exchange meeting with offi-
cials of Pragati Industries at
Bangabandhu Conference Hall of
World Trade Center at Agrabad in
Chattogram city on Saturday after-
noon.

Nurul Majid Mahmud Humayun
said, “The government is providing
all sorts of supports to all industries
in both public and private sectors.
Anyone can set up their factories in
the country smoothly.” 

He said, the pride of
Bangabandhu was dreamed
'Pragati'. Pragati will make the car
in the country, so that everyone will
ride.

Talking about the plans to set up
quality vehicles in the country, the
minister said, according to the
government's goal, Pragati will be
built. We'll ride in that car. In the

future foreign car agencies will also
run to buy Pragati's car.

He said, according to the Prime
Minister's hopes, a new technology-
based modern car has been planned.
Every worker should be considered
as the partner of the organization.
Then the country's overall economy

will be dynamic.
Pragati Industries Managing

Director Mohammad
Touhiduzzaman presided over the
function, while Divisional Manager
(Administration) Mohammad
Abdul Khaleque, Bangladesh Steel
and Engineering Corporation
(BSEC) Chairman Mizanur
Rahman, Chittagong Chamber
President Mahbubul Alam, Pragati
Additional Chief Accounting Officer
Rezaul Karim, Managing Director
(Purchasing) Mohammad Abu
Sayem, Manager (Sales)
Mohammad Saidur Rahman Jamali,
Deputy-Chief Engineer
(Mechanical) Kaikobad Al Mamun,
CBA Executive President
Mohammad Rafiq and General
Secretary Md Alauddin were
present, among others. 

Health Minister Zahid Malik inaugurates Department of Cardiovascular

Surgery of Dhaka Medical College on Sunday. Photo: BP

LGRD and Co-operatives Minister Md Tajul along with others inaugurates the

40th founding anniversary programme of CIRDAP on Sunday. Photo: BP

Dhaka Shishu Hospital brings out an awareness rally on Dengue disease in the

capital on Sunday. Photo: BP

Bangladesh Coast Guard watching Indian trawlers, which enter Bangladesh

because of rough weather, near Paira port. 

Quamrun Nahar, Secretary of Ministry of Women and Children Affairs,

speaks at a workshop in the capital on Sunday. Photo: BP

No irregularities in
Hajj management

this year
State Minister
for Religious
Affairs Advocate
Sheikh Md.
Abdullah has
said this year’s
Hajj manage-
ment is devoid
of irregularities
and sufferings, reports BSS. 

“At the beginning of the Hajj
journey, I mentioned that none will
be spared if he or she indulges in
irregularities. Everything went fine
so far. No flight has yet been
cancelled. Hope, there will be no
problem. And we are very much
aware of taking care of Hajj
pilgrims,” he said.

The state minister made the
comments replying to a query from
a journalist after visiting Hajj camp
at Ashkona in the city on Saturday.

The officials, who have entrusted
with the task of serving the Hajj
pilgrims in Saudi Arabia, were given
directives to perform their duties
without flaws, he said.

Hajj Camp Director Saiful Islam,
Hajj Agency Association of
Bangladesh (HAAB) President M
Shahadat Hossain and other offi-
cials concerned accompanied the
state minister during the visit.

Three flights of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines carrying 1,253
Hajj pilgrims and six flights of Saudi
Airlines carrying 2,146 Hajj pilgrims
left the Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport Sunday.

According to Hajj Camp and
Biman Bangladesh Airlines sources,
a total of 127,198 pilgrims will
perform Hajj this year. Of them,
7,198 Hajj pilgrims will perform Hajj
under government management.

Maritime ports advised
to keep hoisted 

signal 3
The maritime ports of Chattogram,
Cox’s Bazar, Mongla and Payra have
been advised to keep hoisted local
cautionary signal number-3 as squally
weather is likely to affect maritime
ports, North Bay and adjoining coastal
areas due to influence of steep pres-
sure gradient, reports BSS.

“Squally weather is likely to affect
the maritime ports, North Bay and
adjoining area due to influence of
steep pressure gradient that persists
over North Bay. So, the maritime ports
are advised to keep hoisted local
cautionary signal number three,” said
a Met Office weather bulletin
yesterday.

All fishing boats and trawlers over
North Bay have been advised to
remain close to the coast and proceed
with caution till further notice.

The axis of monsoon trough runs
through Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, West Bengal, to Assam across
central part of Bangladesh. One of its
associated trough extends up to North
Bay. Monsoon is active over
Bangladesh and strong over North
Bay.

Light to moderate rain/thunder
showers accompanied by temporary
gusty wind is likely to occur at most
places over Rangpur, Mymensingh,
Sylhet, Dhaka, Barishal & Chattogram
divisions and at many places over
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions with
moderately heavy to very heavy falls
at places over the country. Day and
night temperature may rise slightly
over the country.

CU graduate students’
E-mail ID progrmame

launched
Staff Correspondent, Ctg

E-mail IDs for the graduate students
of Chittagong University (CU) were
inaugurated. Vice Chancellor of the
university Prof Dr. Shirin Akhter inau-
gurated it at a funciton on the campus
on Sunday. 

In her speech, Dr. Shirin Akhtar
said, “In this era of free flow of infor-
mation technology, we have to keep
pace with the world. There is no alter-
native to inserting modern technology
and ensuring its proper use. The
administration is working to bring all
the activities of the university under
the digital system.”

She also said that due to the initia-
tive of creating the e-mail ID (cu.ac.bd)
for its graduate students, the univer-
sity went a step further.

She said the use of this email ID
will facilitate the exchange of direct
communication and information of
the graduates with the university on
academic subjects.

The programme was presided over
by CU Prof. Dr. Mohammad Hanif
Siddiqui, President of Computer
Science and Engineering and
Professor Dr. Hanif Siddiqui,
Registrar (Acting) KM Noor Ahmad
and Proctor (Acting) Pranab Mitra
Chowdhury.

Policeman, wife
sent to jail over
yaba smuggling

A Dhaka court on Sunday sent
Bablu Khandaker, an official of
Railway Police, and his wife
Sheuli Begum to jail in a case
lodged over yaba smuggling,
reports BSS. 

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate
Kanak Barua passed the order as
police produced the couple before
court after end of their two-day
remand and pleaded to keep them
behind bars for th e sake of proper
investigation.

Earlier, on July 4 the court
placed the duo on two-day
remand.

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB)-4 arrested the
couple on July 3 from capital’s
Saidabad area and recovered 10
thousand pieces of contraband
yaba tablets from inside the jack-
fruit they were carrying with
them.

Later, they were handed over
to Gendaria Police Station and a
case was filed in this regard.

Chittagong University VC Prof Dr. Shirin Akhter inaugurates E-mail ID progr-

mame for the graduate students at a function on the campus on Sunday. Photo : BP
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The housing
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will be made

implementing

modern 

technology

which is 

a great 

initiative for

bringing in

foreign

developers in

the country

It is high time
that this 
sector is
assigned
more
resources 
so that it 
can improve
further

Hal Brands

T
he Democratic Party’s progres-
sive presidential candidates want
to end the “forever war” —

America’s two-decade struggle against
extremism. The trouble is that they
don’t know how.

It is easy enough for the progressives
to argue that the United States should
pull back from the greater Middle East
and demilitarize its counterterrorism
strategy. Unfor tunately, they have less
to say about how the US can do so
responsibly.

The idea that the forever war must
end has become a consensus position
on the progressive left. Last November,
Sen. Elizabeth Warren kicked off the
2020 foreign policy sweepstakes with
a speech that condemned the war on
terrorism as costly, counterproductive
and morally debasing. She called for
the US to conclude a peace deal with
the Taliban so that American forces can
withdraw from Afghanistan. Likewise,
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (a combat veteran
whose views blend progressivism with
an array of other influences) has consis-
tently criticized America’s policies in
the Middle East and advocated greater
restraint.

Most recently, Sen. Bernie Sanders
authored an essay in Foreign Affairs
on the subject of “ending America’s
endless war.” Sanders argued that the
war on terrorism has been a “disaster”
and that America must “rethink the
militaristic approach that has under-
mined the United States’ moral
authority, caused allies to question our
ability to lead, drained our tax coffers,
and corroded our own democracy.”

The US, Sanders believes, must
refocus on the issues that truly matter
in the 21st century — providing greater
social justice and broadly shared
economic opportunity at home, dealing
with climate change and resisting the
rise of revisionist authoritarian powers.
And doing so requires withdrawing
from Afghanistan, ending US support
for the Saudi-led war in Yemen and
getting away from the military-first
approach to counterterrorism.

At first blush, some of this seems
reasonable enough. There has been a
frustrating, whack-a-mole quality to
the war on terrorism: When the US
crushes one enemy, an even nastier one
takes its place. There are more impor-
tant issues the nation must address
today, particularly the threat that China
and Russia might fracture the histori-
cally peaceful, prosperous and demo-

cratic international order Washington
and its allies have created.

Sanders and others are also right in
saying that America should never again
engage in torture, and that the US must
be discriminating in how it defends
itself from terrorism. The trouble is that,
so far, the progressives have not
answered the tough question about
how America can safely pull back from
the war on terror.

Consider Afghanistan. Sanders is
clear that he wants the US to pull out
its troops. But al-Qaida and Islamic
State are still active there, and the US
intelligence community has reportedly
warned that a complete US withdrawal
could lead to a major terrorist attack
on American soil within two years.

So how would Sanders ensure that
a withdrawal doesn’t simply create a
dangerous vacuum that vicious killers
will exploit? His answer is vague at
best: “We will work closely with our
partners and allies to design a serious
diplomatic and political strategy to
stabilize the region, promote more effec-
tive and accountable governance and
ensure that threats do not re-emerge
after we leave.” If it was that easy,
American troops would have left
Afghanistan many years ago.

Or think about the US role in Yemen.
Progressives — as well as most
Democrats and some Republicans —
want to cut off American support to
the Saudi-led coalition. That’s entirely
understandable, given that the war has
produced appalling humanitarian
consequences without achieving much
in the way of strategic success.

And there is a good argument to be
made that the US should more aggres-
sively use the leverage its support
provides — with both Saudi Arabia
and its Houthi adversaries — to push
for a diplomatic settlement in Yemen.
Yet there is no guarantee that simply
terminating that support will make a
horrific situation better rather than
worse. If a US pullback does not force
Saudi Arabia to end the war, for
instance, the upshot might be to make
the Saudis even less discriminating and
effective in waging the conflict.

Finally, there is the troop presence
in Iraq and Syria. It is fair to say that
the George W. Bush administration
never should have invaded Iraq in the
first place. It is correct to argue, as
Sanders and other progressives do, that
the US shouldn’t start a war against
Iran today. But this isn’t much help in
thinking about whether Washington

should leave a few thousand personnel
in Iraq and Syria to keep the American
boot on Islamic State’s back and prevent
a replay of what happened in 2013-
2014, when a nearly defeated al-Qaida
in Iraq morphed into the IS juggernaut
that rolled across a large swath of the
Middle East.

This speaks to a broader problem
with the progressive critique. Sanders
tends to take aim at the version of the
war on terrorism America was fighting
in 2009, not the version it is fighting
today. Then, the US had nearly 200,000
troops doing counterinsurgency in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Now, it has far smaller
contingents scattered across the greater
Middle East and North Africa.
Washington often relies on “by, with
and through” strategies in which
modest numbers of US forces support
local troops who do most of the fighting
and dying. There are plenty of prob-
lems with this strategy. But the fact is
that the US already has moved away
from the large-scale interventions the
progressives oppose, in favor of a more
calibrated approach.

The biggest shortcoming of the
progressive critique is that it elides the
hard strategic choices about where to
go from here. The real question is not
whether the US should simply walk
away from frustrating military engage-
ments. For if we do this, we are likely
to discover — once again — that the
problems of the greater Middle East
do not stay there, that they can become
far more dangerous when America is
not around to keep the lid on, and that
a superpower that decides to get out
of the region will ultimately find itself
pulled back in, under worse circum-
stances than before.

The real questions, rather, are more
nuanced. They involve considering to
what extent the US can responsibly
reduce its military presence and geopo-
litical focus in the region, which terrorist
groups can safely be ignored or left to
indigenous forces, and how much addi-
tional risk of a major homeland attack
the US should accept as the price of
focusing on other issues.

America could profit tremendously
from a serious, analytical debate on
these questions. It won’t get much
benefit from polemical critiques that
dodge the truly tough questions 
about how to handle the forever war
in the future.

Hal Brands is a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist at the American 

Enterprise Institute

More attention on healthcare needed 
Dengue, chikunguniya must be contained

The recent decades have seen a rise in the popu-
lation of the country. More and more people are
looking towards the cities for better opportunities
in life and employment. Recent reports published
in this daily suggest that the government is aware
of the lack of housing for the people. And, in
knowing so it has already taken steps to initiate a
plan to develop the fallow government owned
lands for habitation of the lower and middle income
people. Undoubtedly, this expansion programme
is quite praiseworthy, as it will give a scope to the
underprivileged and middle class people a way to
better life.

Reports say that there are plans for the
Presidential Order-7 to be implemented here which
will result into execution of the plan. The lower
and middle income people in the country will be
very much benefitted with this initiative. The
housing apartments will be made with modern
technology which is a great initiative for bringing
in foreign developers in the country. This will also
present a scope of investment for them. This plan
is sure to bring about a number of changes in the
country’s housing sector.

On another note, this plan is to be invoked under
the ‘rent to buy’ method. Here, the method utilizes
lease options with clear contracts. Through this
process the lower and middle income group will
be able to rent out a flat for a said amount of time
at the end of which they will be given the option
to buy that property. 

The authorities concerned should keep an eye
on this project as it is quite a vast development
plan. The prospect of involving foreign investment
from developers is surely a laudable one. The
sooner this plan becomes a reality the better it will
be for the development of the country.

Cartoon of the day

The danger of dengue and chikunguniya in the
monsoon period needs no highlighting with dozens
of people falling ill and rushing to hospitals. If not
treated early, these two diseases can become fatal
at one stage. There have been reports of deaths of
some patients as they went to hospital at the last
stage. The health department is doing its best to
make the people aware of the hazards of contracting
dengue. We see relevant publicity materials in
newspapers and in electronic media almost on a
daily basis.      

Healthcare is one of the basic rights of every
citizen. A nation can never move ahead unless
affordable healthcare is accessible to one and all.
The not-so-good state of our healthcare sector is
apparent from the thousands of preventable deaths
that are reported in the country. The upper class
can afford to travel abroad to seek treatment but
for the common people a lot still remains to 
be done.

The government’s dedication in improving the
quality of healthcare is commendable and we can
see the effects in many of the indicators such as
reduced maternal mortality rate, infant mortality
rate, child (under-5 years) mortality rate, malnu-
trition, stunting rate and low- birth weight rate.
The average life expectancy has increased in our
country and we have achieved significant success
in ensuring the health and wellbeing of infants and
children.

The increased budget allocation for Health
Services Division and the Health Education and
Family Welfare Division in the 2019-20 fiscal year
is a ray of hope for the state of healthcare in the
country. It is high time that this sector is assigned
more resources so that it can improve further. 

However, there is still scope for improvement
of the medical services available in our country.
The government must ensure greater emphasis on
research and development in the sector. Mental
health, women’s health and reproductive health is
also greatly lacking in our country due to stigma
and cultural perceptions. The government 
must ensure that these areas of healthcare are 
not neglected. 

US progressives don’t know
how to end the ‘forever war’

Gan-Ochir Doojav

T
he government of Mongolia has
been implementing the IMF’s
three-year arrangement under the

Extended Fund Facility since May 2017.
The government’s program aims to
stabilise the economy, reduce the fiscal
deficit and debt, rebuild foreign
exchange reserves, introduce measures
to mitigate the boom-bust cycle, and
promote sustainable and inclusive
growth.

Mongolia has made progress in
strengthening its economy under this
program. Since 2016, the economy has
experienced a sharp recovery in real
GDP growth, mainly driven by stronger
volumes and advantageous prices of
coal and copper, a high foreign direct
investment (FDI) inflow for the second
phase of the Oyu Tolgoi copper and
gold mine, and a recovery in domestic
confidence.

As a result of the strong growth in
exports and FDI, gross foreign-exchange
reserves increased 3.5 times, reaching
US$3.8 billion. Due to booming tax
revenues and relatively contained
expenditures, the fiscal balance has
improved and public debt has fallen to
75 per cent of GDP. In the first quarter
of 2019, year-on-year GDP growth was
8.6 per cent and the inflation rate has
been stable at around its target of 8 per
cent.

The banking sector continues to be
of concern for financial stability. As the
banking system constitutes over 90 per
cent of the financial sector, it is impor-
tant to raise banks’ loss absorption
capacities, particularly through strong
capital bases and adequate supervision.
To this end, the Bank of Mongolia
(BOM) conducted an extensive asset
quality review (AQR) of all of the
country’s commercial banks, per the

European Central Bank’s guidelines, to
determine the overall health of the
banking system. The results of the AQR
led the BOM to develop important regu-
lations relating to risk-based supervi-
sion, capital adequacy and asset impair-
ment. Running a follow-up to the AQR
is the top near-term priority in the finan-
cial sector.

Recently, the BOM has taken meas-
ures to tighten monetary and macro-
prudential policies. Consumer credit
growth has been too fast, rising 55 per
cent in 2018. Its impact on the balance

of payments puts upward pressure on
the exchange rate and limits progress
in reserve accumulation. The sharp
increase in household debt has also
raised concerns about its sustainability
and possible risks for the banking sector.

In response, the BOM tightened the
policy rate to 11 per cent in December
2018, and in January 2019 introduced
a debt service-to-income limit of 60 per
cent and a consumer credit maturity
limit of 36 months. The hike in the policy
rate and tightening of macroprudential
ratios have started to decelerate house-
hold credit growth and will help to
protect households from unsustainable

debt burdens. The BOM is currently
working to introduce more compre-
hensive prudential tools, which can
better ameliorate the destabilising
impacts of large-scale financial flows,
credit concentration and financial dollar-
isation.

Though the economy is in a stronger
position, the benefits of the economic
recovery have not been shared widely.
Since 2016, the poverty rate has fallen
by only 1.2 percentage points to a still
high 27.4 per cent last year. Real GNI
per capita in domestic currency terms

has not grown since 2014 and in US
dollar terms it has been sharply
decreasing since 2013. This is evidence
of important domestic distribution of
income issues in the sense that very few
residents are benefitting from the
mining sector and a significant amount
of the revenues generated from the
country’s high GDP growth are paid
back to non-residents. Considering this
fact, it is important to ensure that the
return of economic dynamism benefits
all of Mongolia’s citizens.

The outlook for the Mongolian
economy is relatively strong but it
remains vulnerable to external and

internal shocks. Mongolia’s narrow
economic base — 90 per cent of the
country’s exports are minerals and more
than 50 per cent of FDI is in the Oyu
Tolgoi mine project— makes it highly
exposed to changes in external condi-
tions. Almost 50 per cent of business
cycle fluctuations in Mongolia are
driven by external shocks such as in
FDI, global commodity prices,
commodity demand and Chinese
growth shocks. The short periods of
domestic upswing that are driven by
positive changes in global commodi-
ties demand are nevertheless limiting
opportunities to achieve more sustain-
able growth.

As adverse external shocks hit the
economy, monetary policy is loosened
and purpose-built budget spending is
deployed, but government debts
inevitably increase. What’s more, pres-
sure on the balance of payments has
resulted in substantial exchange rate
depreciation, loss of foreign-exchange
reserves and a deterioration in the
climate for FDI.

Accumulating sufficient buffers is
the key to building resilience against
these shocks and ensuring strong and
inclusive growth. At present, however,
the balance sheets in key sectors of the
economy — government, the central
bank, households, banks and compa-
nies — are not strong enough and are
vulnerable to exchange rate shocks.
Given the challenges, it is important to
take advantage of the current favourable
economic environment to continue
building fiscal and foreign-exchange
reserve buffers, strengthening the finan-
cial sector, improving the investment
environment, and pursuing sound
macroeconomic and structural policies.

Dr Gan-Ochir Doojav is Chief
Economist of the Bank of Mongolia

Progressives — as well as most Democrats

and some Republicans — want to cut off

American support to the Saudi-led coalition.

That’s entirely understandable, given that the

war has produced appalling humanitarian 

consequences without achieving much 

in the way of strategic success

Mongolia’s growth challenges
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Varun Singh

O
la has been granted a
private hire vehicle oper-
ator license by Transport
for London. The ride-
hailing firm entered the

United Kingdom (UK) in August 2018 and
currently, there are more than 10,000 drivers
registered on its platform in the country.

Not only has ola been steadily
expanding its presence across the UK, but

it is also the only platform in the country
to offer both private hire vehicles and
black cabs. The grant of license will allow
ola to introduce its services in London,
which has a population of over 8 million
people.

"London is one of the world's most
iconic cities and hosts a progressive
mobility environment. We couldn't be
more excited to bring ola to London in
the time ahead!" ola spokesperson said
in a statement.

While ola is already one of the largest
transportation platforms in the UK, it
aspires to operate across the country from
the biggest cities to towns with less than
3 lakh population.

"We are looking forward to building
world-class mobility offerings for London,
by collaborating with drivers, riders, the
government and local authorities.
Londoners will hear more from us closer
to our launch in the city, as we get ready
to serve them," the spokesperson said.

Ola to launch cab service in London
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Clifford Atiyeh

D
espite its state-
ment that "the
future of mobility
is electric" and
reports last fall

that Jaguar could become an "EV-
only brand within the next
decade," Jaguar is not dropping
fossil fuels entirely to become an
all-electric car brand. Instead,
according to a statement released
today, the plan is to offer electric
powertrains as a choice for every
new Jaguar and Land Rover
model starting in 2020. By "new,"
this is likely to mean "all new," as
the first car to debut under this
plan will be the next-gen XJ sedan,
which will be fully electric.

The British automaker's Castle

Bromwich plant, which currently
assembles the XE, the XF, the XJ,
and the F-type, is being retooled
for production of the new
Modular Longitudinal
Architecture (MLA) that will
underpin every Jaguar Land
Rover vehicle by 2025, including
that new XJ. MLA is a rear-wheel-
drive, aluminum-intensive plat-
form that can accommodate
hybrids, plug-in hybrids, and
battery-electric powertrains, as
well as both diesel and gasoline
engines.

While diesel engines face
intense government scrutiny in
the European Union, they make
up 87 percent of JLR's sales across
the continent. Worldwide,
according to an investor presen-
tation from last summer, JLR

expects that plug-in hybrids and
EVs will only make up 5 percent
of all sales in the "near term"
future, while gasoline engines
with or without electric assist will
comprise 60 percent.

JLR said that while its forth-
coming UK battery plant will
build up to 150,000 batteries per
year, "increased consumer takeup
remains a challenge." The
company is calling for
automakers, suppliers, and the
UK government to team up on a
"gigascale" plant to rival Tesla's
Nevada Gigafactory. JLR has
already paired with BMW to share
the development costs of electric
powertrains.

The company has already been
steadily electrifying its lineup in
the past year. In addition to the I-

Pace, JLR's first fully electric car,
the Range Rover and the Range
Rover Sport will soon be available
with plug-in-hybrid powertrains
as well as JLR's new 3.0-liter
turbocharged and supercharged
inline-six, which has a 48-volt
hybrid system that includes a belt-
driven motor-generator and 200-
watt lithium-ion battery. It's
unlikely that smaller vehicles
including the refreshed XE and the
upcoming facelifted F-type will
accommodate the new six. Then
there's also JLR's turbocharged 2.0-
liter inline-four, which is paired
with a 48-volt hybrid system on
higher trims of the new Range
Rover Evoque and the facelifted
Land Rover Discovery Sport and
should make its way into more
models in the near future.

Daniel Golson

A
udi is expanding the A6
sedan's lineup for the rest
of the 2019 model year
with a new entry-level A6
2.0T model. Its 248-hp

turbocharged 2.0-liter inline four slots
below the only other engine currently
offered on the A6, which is a turbocharged
3.0-liter V-6. Visually, the 2.0T is distin-
guished by slightly different exterior
styling, doing away with the A6 3.0T's
standard S-line package.

The four-cylinder makes 273 lb-ft of
torque and is mated to the same seven-
speed dual-clutch automatic transmission
as in the A6 3.0T. Quattro all-wheel drive
is standard, as is Audi's variable-ratio
steering rack. Audi says the 2.0T will hit 60
mph in 6.1 seconds, one second slower than
its claim for the 3.0T. In our testing, the 3.0T
hit 60 in 4.8 seconds, so the 2.0T could be a
bit quicker than Audi's claim.

The A6 2.0T will be offered in two trim
levels, Premium and Premium Plus; the

A6's top Prestige trim isn't available.
Standard on the Premium are features
like LED headlights, lane-departure
warning, navigation, three-zone auto-
matic climate control, heated power front
seats, and leather upholstery. Among
items that come with the Premium Plus
trim are fancier LED lights, more active-
safety systems, a heated steering wheel,
a 360-degree camera, and a Bang &
olufsen sound system with 16 speakers.
The A6 2.0T is also available with features
including adaptive cruise control, venti-
lated front seats, sport suspension, 20-
inch wheels, and ambient interior lighting
as part of a few different packages.

At $55,095 to start, the A6 2.0T Premium
is $4800 cheaper than the base A6 3.0T
Premium. The 2.0T Premium Plus is $58,795,
a similar $4900 cheaper than the 3.0T
Premium Plus. Audi doesn't say when the
A6 2.0T will start appearing at dealer lots,
but it should be soon, as 2020-model-year
Audis are already showing up. If more power
is what you're after, though, hold out a little
while longer—a new S6 is on its way.

Audi A6 2019 gains a
base four-cylinder engine
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Wheelers Desk

T
he local units of
french automaker
Renault India
plans to export its
sub-4 metre

multi-purpose vehicle (MPV)
Triber to the markets where it
exports Kwid, a top company
officially told reporters here
recently. 

Currently, Kwid is exported
to Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Mauritius
and South Africa.

“After meeting the Indian
demand, we are planning to
export Triber to the markets
where we are exporting Kwid
currently” said a company offi-
cial. The company on Thursday
unveiled seven seater MPV Tiber.

Triber comes equipped with
1L petrol engine, 8 inch multi-
media touch screen and hands

free smart access card. The
company has also announced
that it will not produce diesel
cars from April 2020. So, the
Triber will be only available in
petrol variant.

According to the company,
the MPV offers a total of more
than 100 seat configurations
and easyfix seats. It also has a
cabin under 4m, 625L boot
space, and interior storage
capacity of upto 31L.

The company claims that
Triber will create a new
segment. However, it will be
Triber will compete with the
likes of Datsun Go+ and Maruti
Suzuki Ertiga.

In the last fiscal year, the
MPV segment has registered a
growth of 14% primarily
because of rise in demand for
inter-city travel and increased
acceptance by personal buyers,
especially families.

Renault to export MPV Triber
to neighbouring countries

AUTo NEWS

Wheelers Desk

R
ecently Shanghai
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A u t o m o b i l e
I n d u s t r y
Exhibition 2019

was held in Shanghai, China
where many auto manufacturers
displayed their latest models to
crack the world’s most lucrative
automotive market. China’s
largest SUV and pickup manu-
facturer Great Wall Motor
(GWM) has made another big
move recently by launching their
three new pickup trucks of their
new P series at Auto Shanghai
2019.

As the first model of Great
Wall Pickup’s 3-year ‘5+N’ prod-
ucts strategy, Great Wall P-series
pickup opens the era of Chinese
passenger pickup, leading
Chinese pickup culture, and will
redraw the competition map  of
the global pickup market.  It has
luxury interior, 8AT, latest intel-
ligent network connection
system, and unique multi-link
rear suspension. At the exhibi-
tion, three models of the P-series
pickup, namely, passenger
pickup, off-road pickup and
commercial pickup were
displayed. Among them,
passenger pickup is China’s first
pickup equipped with 8AT trans-
mission of ZF and multi-link rear
suspension. It is also equipped

with configurations for comfort-
ableness such as ACC, automatic
parking, heated steering wheel,
remote start and many more
functions. The commercial
pickup on display is a pure-elec-
tric version with a range of 500
kilometers. It can be fully
charged by high-rate charging in
two hours. Among P-series, the
off-road pickup is the most
attractive model, which is stan-
dard equipped with three differ-
ential locks (front, middle, and
rear), 900 mm fording depth,
snorkel, winch and other config-
urations. The three models with
their own characteristics and

competitiveness subvert Chinese
public's conventional perception
of pickup. 

In the 1.0 era of tool car,
pickup is mainly for freight use.
In the 2.0 era of multi-purpose
commercial vehicle, pickup is
mainly for commercial use and
also for passenger use. In the
3.0 era of multi-purpose
passenger vehicle, driven by
upgrade of consumption and
demand, pickup presents the
‘Five-Centered New Ecology’
of passenger, intelligence,
network, customization and
clean. With the

launching of GWM P-series
pickup, Great Wall Pickup
firstly opens the 3.0 era of multi-
purpose passenger vehicle.  

The exclusive distributor or
GWM-Haval, Ace Autos will
launch this new model hopefully
by end of next year. Along with
F7, Haval’s premium luxury
brand WEY models will be also
introduced in Bangladeshi
markets by the distributor who
has been marketing Haval prod-
ucts since 2016. Ace Autos is
operating with successes in auto-
motive sectors for last 25 years

in various capacities.
Wheelers Desk

C
hinese motorcycle brand
CFMoto’s plans of launching
four new motorcycles in India
have been delayed due to
heavy rains in Mumbai.

The motorcycles which were supposed
to be launched on July 4 will now make
their debut in a couple of weeks from
now. CFMoto could also shift the launch
venue from Mumbai to either
Bengaluru or Hyderabad. 

CFMoto, which offers 650cc
models in international markets, is
set to introduce the 300NK in India.
The entry-level motorcycle shares
its underpinnings with its lower
powered sibling, the 250NK. The
latter is unlikely to make it to India
anytime soon. The 300NK features premium
components like a USD front fork and a rear
monoshock. It is powered by a 292.4cc single-
cylinder liquid-cooled motor that pumps out
34PS of power and 20.5Nm of torque. 

The company also intends to launch its
650cc motorcycles, including the 650MT,
650GT and the 650NK. While all three are
powered by the same 649.3cc liquid-cooled
parallel-twin engine, they come in different

states of tune. Where the fully-faired
650MT makes 70PS, the 650GT and

650NK belts out 63PS and 61PS, respec-
tively. To know more about the 650cc

lineup, head here.
The Chinese manu-
facturer has teamed

up with AMW
Motorcycles for its India

operations. The
company has already set
up a manufacturing plant

in Bengaluru with a
claimed annual production capacity of 10,000
units. CFMoto is currently working on
expanding its dealership network across the
country. As of now, it has two dealerships
in Hyderabad and Bengaluru and plans to
set up more in Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai
soon.

CFMoto India launch delayed

GWM unveils new P series pickups
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Many youths becoming police
constables without bribe
Jhenidah police sets example recruiting 49 cops fairly
Delwar Kabir. Roving Correspondent

The police administration in
Jhenidah has set an example
recruiting 49 constables fairly. The
candidates did not need to pay even
a single coin for the job.

The aspirants had deposited a
sum of Taka 100 to respective bank
accounts as application fees. The
initiative has stopped the bribe busi-
ness by a section of police men and
some of the politically influenced
persons in past decades.

‘The initiative has created confi-
dence among the people about the
honesty and sincerity of the police
department’, said a number of
common people including job
seekers and concern persons.

Most of the candidates belong to
poor families. The guardians had
been managing the family working
as carpenter, rickshaw van peddler,
day labourer, farm labourer or some
other similar profession. A number
of the candidates were also involved
in doing so when they were unem-
ployed.

They could not be provided with
job at any government institution
for want of money as the brokers of
the said departments had managed
a lot following the recruitment. 

Some candidates said that they

were informed through an
announcement by district informa-
tion office where they had declared
that no money would be required
to have a job for a fit candidate. The
announcement also warned that
stern legal action would be taken
against those involved in money
transaction for any position.

A female candidate, who has been
recruited as constable, said that she
or her family members could not
believe that any government job

could be ensured without money. 
Requesting not to be named, the

candidate said her family members
had been moving here and there
and contacted a number of politi-
cally influenced persons for past
couple of years. But they were
unlucky enough as the job could not
be touched without money. At last
the Jhenidah police had regained
her confidence recruiting her as a
constable of the department.

“I will render services for the

people of the country where I will
not consider service humanity, not
money. As I was recruited as police
personnel, it is my duty to stand by
the side of the innocent people as a
part of ensuring judgment from the
police”, she added.

Superintendent of Police (SP) in
Jhenidah Mohammad
Hasanuzzaman said that there are
huge honest and sincere people in
the country who love their country
and countrymen very much. The
persons who were recruited without
any bribe and recommendation of
politically influenced persons will
render better services for the people. 

His department has chosen 348
candidates for written examinations
among a total of 3.048 candidates.
In a transparent and fair way of
recruitment, they had selected 59
finally. Mohammad Hasanuzzaman
said, as he was awarded with the
President Police Medal, will hold
the honour above all. 

When the transparency of the
police personnel recruitment was
spread in the town, the people of all
walks of life had greeted the police
super and his colleagues for a free
and fair recruitment in police
constable in the district for the first
time.

A newly recruited female constable in Jhenidah is seen expressing her

reaction about the transparency in recruitment process where she was pro-

vided a job without bribe.

Heavy rainfall likely in Ctg, Barishal:
Light to moderate rain in other parts 
Country Desk 

Bangladesh Meteorological
Department (BMD) on Sunday
predicted heavy to very heavy rain-
fall in Barishal and Chattogram divi-
sions today (Monday). 

“Due to active monsoon over
Bangladesh heavy (44-88 mm) to
very heavy (89 mm) rainfall is likely
to occur at places over Barishal and
Chattogram divisions during next
24 hrs commencing10:00 am today
( 07 July 2019)”, says a BMD bulletin. 

“Due to very heavy rainfall land-
slide may occur at places over the
hilly regions of Chattogram divi-
sion”, it added.

Meanwhile, most parts of the
country is likely to experience light
to moderate rain, reports BSS.

“Light to moderate rain or
thunder showers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely to
occur at most places over Rangpur,
Mymensingh, Sylhet, Dhaka,
Barishal and Chattogram divisions
and at many places over Rajshahi

and Khulna divisions with moder-
ately heavy to very heavy falls at
some places in the country”, says a
met office bulletin.

“Monsoon is active over
Bangladesh and strong over North
Bay”, it added. The met office also
predicted that the rainfall activity
may continue for next 72 hours.
However, the day and night temper-

ature may rise slightly over the
country. The highest temperature
on Saturday was recorded 34.2
degrees Celsius in Sylhet and
Sunday’s minimum temperature is
20.0 degrees Celsius at Maijdee
Court in Chattogram division.

The sun sets at 6:50 pm on Sunday
and rises at 5:17 am today (Monday)
in the capital.

Pry school teachers extend
helping hands for students

Nilphamari Correspondent 

Educational materials like pen, pencil,
khata, tiffin box, scale and colour
pencil were distributed among the
students of Shahipara Govt. Primary
School in Nilphamari Sadar upazila
on Sunday. All the teachers of the
school took such kind of programme
with their own cost. 

Shamima Akhter, head teacher of
the school, presided over the
programme while Md. Aminur
Rahman, Chairman of Lakshmi Chap
Union Parishad, was present there as
the chief guest.

Among others, Md. Monjil, chief
librarian of Nilphamari district library,
Md. Anisur Rahman, Councilor of
Nilphamari Municipality, attended
the programme as the special guests.

The students were very happy to
get such kind of necessary educational
materials. A five grader student
Samiul Islam said, “I am very happy
to get educational tools from school
as my father is very poor. Now it is
possible for me to take part in Art
class.”

Shamima Akhter said, “We have
arranged the programme to cheer up
the students. I along with my

colleagues want to extend my helping
hands for developing the educational
quality here. We have made a new
khata titled ‘One Day One Word’
prescribed by the education secretary.
As a result, the students will be able
to preserve the new words in a sepa-
rate khata.”   

Aminur Rahman said, “I am highly
impressed to see the uncommon
programme. If all the teachers of
different institutions take such kind
of initiative, students will get much
interest in studies. I appreciate the
thinking power of the school
teachers.”

126 shelter centres
set up in Bandarban
The district administration have set up
126 shelter centres in risky areas of
Bandarban district as heavy rainfall
may trigger landslides, reports BSS. 

“We are taking initiatives for
shifting the people, who are living
in risky hilly areas, to safer places.
We have set up 126 shelters in risky
areas for protecting the people from
landslides and flood as Bandarban
district has witnessed heavy rain-
fall,” Md Daudul Islam, deputy
commissioner, told BSS on Sunday. 

The deputy commissioner said
due to heavy rainfall, there are possi-
bilities of landslides and floods in
the hilly district of Bandarban.

According to officials and repre-
sentatives of local government
bodies, water levels of Sangu and
Matamuhuri rivers are in rising
trend. Low-lying areas in Bandarban
district will be flooded, if the rainfall
continues, they added.

Due to active monsoon over
Bangladesh, heavy rainfall is likely to
occur at places over Barishal and
Chattogram divisions during the next
24 hrs commencing from 10 am today,
a Met Office weather bulletin said.

Due to heavy rainfall, landslide may
occur at places over the hilly regions
of Chattogram division, it added.

Juba League
leader murder

protested 
Kishoreganj Correspondent

A human chain was formed in
Kishoreganj on Sunday protesting
the killing of by Jubo League leader
Yousuf Moni. The human chain was
formed at Akara Bazar in
Kishoreganj.

It was addressed, among others,
by Kishoreganj Municipality Mayor
Md. Parvez Mia, Kishoreganj
Combined Social Movement
Convener Anayet Karim Omi,
Awami League Leader Abu
Siddique, Kishoreganj Municipality
Councilor Sultan Mia, Yequb
Sumon spoke on the human chain.
They demand immidiate arrest the
culprite and necessary action
against them.

Staff Correspondent, Sylhet

The road communication of Sari-
Gowainghat halted following the
Barki baily bridge collapsed with
the cement leaden truck at
Gowainghat upazila on Sunday
morning. 

However, there was no casualty
was reported during the incident.

Sources said, a cement leaden
truck came from Sylhet to reach
Gowainghat upazila. As the truck
reached Barki baily bridge it
collapsed, leaving the bridge broken

into the canal.
Following the incident the road

communication of Sari -
Gowainghat was snapped since
morning, where local people was
suffering a lot including the school
going student.

Meanwhile, after the incident
local administration informed the
matter to the Roads and Highways,
said Bishawjith Kumar Pal, UNO of
Gowainghat upazila. 

An alternative road are preparing
for vehicle movement the UNO
added.  

Road link snapped at Gowainghat
as bailey bridge collapses

IU Correspondent

The progressive and left-leaning
teacher’s alliance Shapla Forum of
Islamic University (IU) in Kushtia on
Sunday formed a 15 member execu-
tive body for the next year.

Prof Dr M Rezuanul Islam and of
Biotechnology and Genetic
Engineering department and Prof Dr
M Mahbubar Rahman of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering depart-
ment were made as president and
secretary respectively.

Prof Dr Paresh Chandra Barman
of Information and Communication
Engineering department and Prof Dr
M Maher Ali of English department
were selected as vice president and
joint secretary while Prof Dr SM
Mustafa Kamal of Mathematics
department picked up as treasurer
of the wing.

The others executive members of
the newly nominated body are- Prof
Dr M Kamal Uddin of Statics depart-
ment, Dr M Jakariya Rahman of

Marketing department Prof Dr M
Mahbubur Rahman of Information
and Communication Engineering
department ProfDr Kazi Akhtar
Hossain of Accounting of
Information Systems department,
Prof Dr Alamgir  Hossian Vuiyan of
Economics department, Prof Dr
Jahangir Hossain of and Prof Dr M
Anwar Hossain of Islamic History
and Culture department, Prod Dr
Reba Mandal of Law department,  M
Ibrahim Abdullah of Computer
Science and Engineering department
and Associate Prof Prodip Kumar
Adhikari of  English department.

Shapla Forum took the newly exec-
utive body in a meeting at Mir
Mossaraf Hossain academic building
while the poll for the members was
held on June 29 at Momotaz building
on the campus

Mentioned, IU vice chancellor Prof
Dr M Harun-Ur-Rashid Askari’s
panel were sweep over its pro-vice
chancellor Prof Dr M Shahinoor
Rahman’s panel by 9/6 posts .

IU Shapla Forum
gets new body

President Rezwan Secretary Mahbubar Rahman

People form a human chain at Akara Bazar in Kishoreganj on Sunday

protesting killing of Jubo League leader Yousuf Moni. 

Bangladeshi shot
dead along

Lalmonirhat
border

Country Desk 

A Bangladeshi national was shot
dead by Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) at Burimari border in
Patgram upazila in Lalmonirhat on
Sunday.

The deceased was identified as
Arshadul Haque, 30, son of Ehsanul
Haque of Islampur village of the
upazila.

Commanding officer of Border
Guards Bangladesh (BGB)
Rangpur-61 battalion Lieutenant
Colonel Shariful Islam said when
Arshadul went to 840/3 Sub pillar
of the border to bring cattle a patrol
team of BSF fired gunshot on him,
leaving him dead.

BGB has sent a letter to BSF for
holding a flag meeting in this
regard, he added.

Two workers killed
in Gazipur train

accident
Country Desk 

Two persons were killed and two
others were injured after a train hit
a truck at Dakshin Khan area in
Gazipur on Sunday morning.

The deceased were identified as
Soleman Hossain, son of Hakim Ali
of Uttara, and Jakir Hossain, son of
Abdul Kuddus of Netrokona.

Tongi Fire Service Station Officer
Atiqul Islam said Dhaka-bound
Maitree Express hit the sand-laden
truck around 4:45am, killing Jakir
on the spot.

The truck had broken down while
crossing the tracks.

Locals rescued injured Soleman
and took him to a local hospital. He
died while being shifted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

On information, two units of
Tongi Fire Service rushed in and
took part in the rescue operation.
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Benapole Correspondent    

Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan,
chairman of National Board of
Revenue (NBR) said that the budget
had created for investment and busi-
ness friendly. As duty-adjusted to
increase investment in the country,
he added.  

He said this after inauguration of
passport passengers' trolley system
and link road at Benapole
International Check Post in
Passenger Terminal on Sunday

morning. 
Khandarkar Aminur Rahman,

Member of the National Board of
Revenue, Belal Hossain Chowdhury,
Benapole Customs Commissioner,
Proddut Kanty Roy, Director of Port,
Mofijur Rahman Sojon , President
of Benapole C & F Agents
Association, Alhaj Shamsur
Rahman, former president , C & F
agents association, Alhaj
Nuruzzaman, Khauruzzaman
Mothu And Mohsin union present
at the time.

Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan said
that in some cases, to increase or
decrease the duty and value of the
goods.

If there is investment in the
country, there will be arrangements
for people's employment, the
country will move forward econom-
ically. 

He also said passenger harass-
ment will be reduced to arrange the
trolley for the passengers, external
brokers will not be able to pull
passengers baggage.

Country now heading
forward economically
NBR chairman inaugurates passengers' trolley in Benapole

NBR chairman Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan inaugurates passport passengers' trolley system and link road at

Benapole International Check Post by cutting ribbon on Sunday. 

MP of Kishoreganj-2 Nur Mohammad attends a training workshop on

Sustainable Development Goals in Kishoreganj Circuit House on Sunday

as chief guest. Photo: Kishoreganj Correspondent

Divisional Commissioner of Rajshahi Nurur Rahman speaks at a sewing

machine distribution ceremony as chief guest at the auditorium of Natore

Sadar Upazila Parishad on Sunday. Photo: Natore Correspondent

Mayor of Khulna City Corporation Talukder Abdul Khaleque presides

over a view exchange meeting with a delegation of ZTE Corporation of

China at Nagar Bhaban in Khulna on Sunday. Photo: Khulna Correspondent

The three-day Bangabandhu & Bangamata Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib

Primary School Gold Cup Tournament is inaugurated at Salimpur Govt Primary

School at Ishwardi upazila in Pabna on Sunday. Photo: Iswardi (Pabna) Correspondent

Joypurhat District Transport Owners Group and Motor Sramik

Union jointly form a human chain on Sunday demanding repair work

on Joypurhat-Akkelpur-Dupchanchia, Joypurhat-Bypass-Hilli road.

Photo: Joypurhat Correspondent

Education equipment,
sewing machines

distrusted in Natore
Natore Correspondent

Natore sadar upazila administra-
tion on behalf of the Prime
Minister’s Office had provided
education equipment and sewing
machines to indigenous people. The
distribution ceremony was held at
the upazila auditorium on Sunday. 

These were provided to the
indigenous people for their lives
style development. 

Nur-Ur-Rahman, divisional
commissioner of Rajshahi, handed
over the education equipment and
sewing machines among 210 indige-
nous students and people as he was
the chief guest of the programme.
Mohammad Shariaz, Deputy
Commissioner (DC), Shoriful Isalm
Ramzan, Natore sadar upazila
chairman, Kalidas Roy, joint convener
of Jatio Adivhasi Parisad of the
district unit were present there as
Jesmin Akter Banu presided meeting. 

Mayor of Chattogram City Corporation AJM Nasir Uddin is

accorded reception in London on Thursday. Chittagong Association

arranges the event. 

D istricts in  Pho to

Sultan Mahmood 

Farmers and agronomists are
expecting a bumper production of
sesame in six districts of Jashore
region during this current season.
The pollination is well due to
favourable weather condition.

The tasty oil seed is used for
making different kinds of sweet-
meats, and also for manufacturing
cosmetic items, including hair oil.

According to the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE), a total
of 16,035 tonnes of sesame will be
produced from 16,035 hectares of
land in the south-western region this
year.

The six districts are-Jashore,
Jhenidah, Magura, Kushtia,
Chuadanga and Meherpur. The
sesame growers of six districts in the
region of the country are now happy
over the production.

The DAE sources said, district
wise production target follows as
2,855 hectares of land brought under
cultivation with 2,855  tonnes of
quality sesame in Jashore, while 4,600
hectares of land with 4,600 tonnes in
Jhenidah, 3,300 hectares of land with
3,300 tonnes in Magura, 4,605

hectares of land with 4,605 tonnes in
Kushtia, 560 hectares of land with
560 tonnes in Chuadanga and 115
hectares of land brought under
sesame cultivation with 115 tonnes
of quality in Meherpur district.

Acting Additional Director of
Jashore region DAE, Sudhendu
Shekhar Malakar said that
favourable climate conditions,
adequate supply of necessary
fertilisers are the reasons behind the
bumper production of sesame.

DAE officials and farmers said this
year’s weather has been favourable
for bumper sesame production.

Many farmers are showing interest
to cultivate the crop on more areas
of land.

A farmer said that he is interested
in sesame farming as it requires
lower production cost in terms of
irrigation, fertiliser and labour
compared to other Rabi crops, and
less fertile land, where other crops
do not usually grow well, can be
used for sesame cultivation.     

“Sesame farming between the gap
of potato and aman paddy cultiva-
tion periods helps earning additional
money. It also helps to make the soil
fertile,” said a farmer.

Bumper sesame yield
expected in Jashore region

Staff Correspondent, Ctg

Chittagong Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University (CVASU)
approved the budget of Tk 48.48
crore for the year 2019-2020. 

The approval was given in the 43rd
session of the Syndicate held on
Thursday in the Vice-Chancellor's
office. Vice-Chancellor of the univer-
sity Gautam Buddha Das presided
over the meeting. 

In the year 2019-2020, the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) has allocated Tk 39 crore 72
lakh, against the demand of Tk 46
crore 27 lakh for the year. In the
budget, the university has earned its
own income of Tk 2.76 crore. About
94 percent of the funds received by

the university will come from
government funding and 6 percent
will be available from the domestic
sources.

VC of Chittagong University Prof.
Shirin Akhtar was present at the 43th
session of Syndicate. It was attended,
among others, by Nurul Anwar
Vice-Chancellor of Port City
International University, Professor
Md. Mahbubur Rahman of Plant
Science Department of Chittagong
University, Professor Dr. Emdadul
Haque Chowdhury  of Veterinary
Pathology Department of
Bangladesh Agricultural University,
Zilla Parishad Chairman of
Chittagong MA Salam, Director
General of Livestock Director Dr
Hirase Ranjan Bhowmick, Dean of

Veterinary Medicine Faculty
Professor Abdul Ahad, Dean of Food
Science and Technology Faculty
Professor Jannatara Khatun,
Pathology and Professor of
Parasitology Department Dr. Md.
Masuduzzaman, Department of
Post-Harvest Technology and Dr. M.
Nurul Abchar Khan, Director
(External activities) Professor Dr.
AKM Saifuddin, Director (Research
and Extension) Prof. Md. Alamgir
Hossain, Member Secretary of the
Registrar and Syndicate Mirza Faruk
Imam. In the syndicate session, the
proposed budget was presented in
multimedia and the director of the
university (finance and accounting)
and member of the Finance
Committee Md. Abul Kalam

CVASU approves Tk 42.48-cr budget

Workshop on
SDGs held

Kishoreganj Correspondent

A training workshop on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) was
held in Kishoreganj Circuit House
auditorium on Sunday. Kishoreganj
District Administration and Prime
Minister’s Office jointly arranged
this programme. 

Deputy Commissioner of
Kishoreganj Md. Sarowar Murshed
Chowdhury presided over the
meeting, while MP of Kishoreganj-
2 (Katiadi-Pakundia) Nur
Mohammad attended the function
as the chief guest. 

It was addressed, among others,
by Police Super Md. Mashrukur
Rahman Khaled, Civil Surgeon Dr.
Md. Habibur Rahman, Additional
Deputy Commissioner (General)
Abdullah Al Mashud, Additional
Deputy Commissioner (Education
& ICT) Md. Habibur Rahman.
Government Official, Public
Representative and Journalist of
Print & Electronic Media were also
present in this workshop.

Pregnant woman
dies of wrong

treatment in Narail
Jashore Regional Correspondent

A nine and half month pregnant
woman died for allegedly wrong
treatment at Maa Sergical Clinic at
Laxmipasha in Lohagora upazila of
Narail on Friday noon due to negli-
gence of doctor.

The deceased was identified as
Bilkis Begum, 25, wife of timber
businessman Kamal Sheikh of
Kargati village under Lohagora
upazila.  She was admitted to the
clinic following influence by the
agents on Friday. 

Husband of the victim told that
his wife Bilkis was admitted in the
Clinic while her birth pangs started
but the clinic authority did not bring
any specialist regarding this matter.

Sources said, Tajrul Islam Taj
injected the pregnant woman.
During the injection, the condition
of the patient started worsening and
later she shifted to Narail Adhunik
Sadar Hospital where attending
doctors declared her dead.

After the incdent owner of clinic
Sheikh Zahangir Alom and doctor
Tajrul Islam Taj fled from the
spot.Locals and relatives of the
victims staged demonstration in
front of the clinic at that time.

Madrasa student
commits suicide

Bera (Pabna) Correspondent 

A madrasa student committed
suicide by hanging herself with a
nylon rope at Bera upazila in Pabna. 

The deceased was identified as
Sumi Khatun, 14, daughter of Shahid
Ali (Paku Mollah) of Chorpechakola
village under Haturia Nakalia union
of the upazila. She was the student
of Class Seven of Verakola Darul Nur
Madrasa. It was known that Sumi
committed suicide at her room.
Family members and police sources
said, as usually she went to sleep in
her room after completing her study
and dinner. At morning, her mother
went to her room for waking up from
sleep and make ready to go school
but when she didn't respond, she
went her room and found her dead.

However, Sumi's uncle UP (Union
Parishad) member Mizanur Rahman
said actually he didn't know, why
Sumi hanging herself. But few days
ago, she felt unwell as her headache
was very severe. In fact, her treatment
of severe headache was going on.
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Greeks vote in 1st parliamentary
election since bailout end
Greeks were voting Sunday in the
first parliamentary election since
their country emerged from three
successive international bailouts still
struggling with a crippling nearly
decade-long financial crisis, reports
BSS/AFP.

Opinion polls have suggested
Greeks are set to defy the recent
European trend of increasing
support for populist parties, with
conservative opposition party leader
Kyriakos Mitsotakis a clear favorite
to win.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
called the vote three months earlier
than originally planned after his left-
wing Syriza party suffered a stinging
defeat in European and local elec-
tions in May and early June.

Tsipras, 44, hopes to overturn a
sizeable gap in opinion polls running
up to Sunday's vote. He has increas-
ingly been appealing to the middle
class, which has been struggling
under a heavy tax burden, much of
it imposed by his government.

It's a crucial battle, we fight it with
optimism, we fight it with determi-
nation until the last minute, Tsipras
said after casting his ballot in central
Athens in the morning. So that the
sacrifices and efforts of our nation
do not go to waste, so the course of

our country forward is not inter-
rupted. Tsipras appealed to young
people to turn up at the ballot boxes
and not leave the crucial decision for
their lives and their future to others.
The voting age has been extended to
16 for the first time in national elec-
tions, provided the voter turns 17
within 2019.

But Mitsotakis, the 51-year-old son
of a former prime minister and
brother of a former foreign minister,
has managed to build a sizeable lead

in opinion polls that he has held over
the past three years. He pledges to
make Greece more business-friendly,
attract foreign investment,
modernize the country's notorious
bureaucracy and cut taxes, and has
fought to shed the image of family
privilege.

Today voters take the decision for
their future in their hands, Mitsotakis
said after voting. I am sure that
tomorrow, a better day dawns for
our nation.

Greek opposition New Democracy conservative party leader Kyriakos

Mitsotakis casts his ballot at a polling station in Athens on Sunday.

Trump administration is ‘inept and
insecure’, says UK ambassador
The Trump administration has been
labelled ‘inept’, insecure and incom-
petent in leaked emails from the UK
ambassador to Washington.

Sir Kim Darroch said that the White
House was ‘uniquely dysfunctional’
and ‘divided’ under Donald Trump,
report agencies.

But he also warned that the US
president should not be written off.

The Foreign Office said the leak of
the memos to the Mail on Sunday was
‘mischievous’ but did not deny their
accuracy.

The White House has not yet
responded to the revelation of the
contents of the memos, but it could
test the so-called ‘special relationship’
between the US and UK.

In the messages, Sir Kim said: ‘We
don’t really believe this administra-
tion is going to become substantially
more normal; less dysfunctional; less
unpredictable; less faction-riven; less
diplomatically clumsy and inept.’

He questioned whether this White
House ‘will ever look competent’.

Although Sir Kim said Mr Trump

was ‘dazzled’ by his state visit to the
UK in June, the ambassador warns
that his administration will remain
self-interested, adding: ‘This is still
the land of America First’.

Differences between the US and the
UK on climate change, media free-
doms and the death penalty might
come to the fore as the countries seek
to improve trading relations after
Brexit, the memos said.

To get through to the president,
‘you need to make your points simple,
even blunt’, he said.

The leader of the Brexit party, Nigel
Farage, has criticised Sir Kim for his
comments, branding the ambassador
‘totally unsuitable for the job’ and
saying the ‘sooner he is gone the
better’.

However, Justice Secretary David
Guake said it is very important that
ambassadors give ‘honest and unvar-
nished advice to their country’.

He said: ‘It is disgraceful that it’s
been leaked, but we should expect
our ambassadors to tell the truth, as
they see it.’

In a message sent last month, Sir
Kim branded US policy on Iran as
‘incoherent, chaotic’.

Mr Trump’s publicly stated reason
for calling off an airstrike against
Tehran with 10 minutes to go - that it
would cause 150 casualties - ‘doesn’t
stand up’, Sir Kim said.

Instead, he suggested the president
was ‘never fully on board’ and did
not want to reverse his campaign
promise not to involve the US in
foreign conflicts.

Sir Kim said it was ‘unlikely that
US policy on Iran is going to become
more coherent any time soon’ because
‘this is a divided administration’.

The leaked files date from 2017 to
the present day, covering the ambas-
sador’s early impressions that media
reports of ‘vicious infighting and
chaos’ in the White House were
‘mostly true’.

They also give an assessment of
allegations about collusion between
the Trump election campaign and
Russia, saying ‘the worst cannot be
ruled out’. 

Car bomb kills 12
in Afghanistan
The Taliban carried out a devastating
suicide car bombing in central
Afghanistan Sunday that killed 12
people and wounded over 150 others,
said Afghan officials.

The attack came as an all-Afghan
peace conference, which includes the
Taliban, were underway Sunday in
Doha in an effort to end to the
country's relentless wars.

A provincial council member,
Hasan Raza Yousafi, said the car
bomb ripped through central Ghazni,
the capital of the province of the same
name. The dead included eight secu-
rity personnel, he said.

Many of the wounded were
students of a nearby high school, said
the provincial health department
chief, Zahir Shah Nekmal. He said
most of the injured suffered cuts and
abrasions from broken glass.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahed claimed responsibility for
the suicide attack saying the target
was the intelligence service's
compound in Ghazni. He said the
bombing killed tens of intelligence
employees. The Taliban often exag-
gerate such claims.

Meanwhile, US Peace Envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad hailed the intra-
Afghan talks underway in Doha as a
good first step toward substantive

negotiations between Afghans on a
framework for the country's future.

He said Washington's "aspiration"
is to have that framework in place by
Sept. 1 and ahead of the Afghan pres-
idential election.

Khalilzad, who has been holding
direct talks with the Taliban for the
past six days also in Doha, told a press
briefing that included The Associated

Press that the discussions were the
most productive ever.

He will resume talks with the
Taliban on Tuesday, he said.

Talks have covered a timeframe for
the withdrawal of U.S. and NATO
troops from Afghanistan, verifiable
anti-terror guarantees from the
Taliban, intra-Afghan negotiations
and an eventual cease-fire.

Injured boys receive treatment in a hospital after a car bomb attack in

Ghazni province, central Afghanistan on Sunday.

Migrants allowed off charity
ship in Italy despite ban
A group of 41 rescued migrants have
disembarked from a charity ship in
Italy, a day after the captain defied a
ban on docking in the country, report
agencies.

Despite warnings, the Alex sailed
to the port on Saturday because of
‘intolerable hygienic condi-
tions’ aboard.

The migrants have now
all come ashore after hours
of waiting under guard.

Italy’s Interior Minister
Matteo Salvini had earlier
vowed he would not allow
migrants to disembark.

‘I saw that the German
government wrote me a
letter today asking to
reopen the ports and to let
all the migrants disem-
bark,’ he said on a Facebook
live stream. ‘No, no, no,
absolutely not.’

Last year, he closed
Italian ports to rescue ships
and Italy has introduced
fines for anyone sailing into
its waters without permis-
sion.

Migration charity
Mediterranea, which runs
the Alex, posted an image
of the group coming
ashore.

Authorities came aboard
the Alex shortly after
midnight to announce they
were seizing the ship and
opening an investigation
into the captain for aiding
illegal immigration,
Mediterranea said.

The charity had earlier
tweeted that its exhausted
crew were living through
a ‘surreal situation’, and
prolonging the wait was ‘an
unnecessary cruelty’.

‘It’s an unbelievable situation,’
spokeswoman Alessandra Sciurba
said at the quayside. ‘There are
people at risk of fainting, the toilets
are not working. It’s as though we
are kidnapped.’

‘Nothing is happening about

disembarkation and nobody knows
what will happen.’

Meanwhile, another NGO ship, the
Alan Kurdi - operated by German
charity Sea-Eye - announced it was
now sailing to Malta after following
the Alex towards Italy.
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TesT YouR GRammaR

Education desk 

1. The Royal Gorge, a famous canyon,
was cut ___ the Arkansas River.
a. through
b. in
c. on
d. by

2. Colorado is ___ as large as England.
a. two
b. second
c. twice

3. The highest peak in Colorado is Mt.
Elbert ___14,431 feet.
a. on
b. to
c. at
d. under

4. Four states that ___ to form an area
known as "the four corners" are:
Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and
Colorado.
a. meet
b. cross
c. make

5. Colorado's professional football team

___ Denver, Broncos.
a. is a
b. are a
c. is the

6. In June of 1997, Prime Minister
Hashimoto ___ a summit of interna-
tional leaders in Denver.
a. sponsored
b. attended
c. watched

7. The first Europeans to settle in
Colorado ___ the Spanish.
a. are
b. was
c. were

Previous Day’s Answer:
1.B, 2.B, 3.A, 4.C, 5.A, 6.B, 7.D, 8.C 

This Day iN hisToRy

Book Review

Fill in the Blanks

Campus News

BRAC Bank signs Employee
Banking agreement with CWU

Education Desk

BRAC Bank Limited has signed an
Employee Banking (EB) agreement
with Central Women’s University
(CWU), a concern of Kazi Farms
Group.

CWU is the first and only
Bangladeshi women’s university
signing employee banking agreement
with BRAC Bank. Under the agree-
ment, the employees of the univer-
sity will enjoy all Employee Banking
services including salary disburse-
ment and all retail loan facilities i.e.,
credit card, home loan, auto loan and
personal loan from BRAC Bank.

Nazmur Rahim, head of Retail
Banking, BRAC Bank, and Professor
Perween Hasan, PhD, Vice-

Chancellor, CWU, exchanged agree-
ment documents at a programme at
the university premise on 2 July.

Professor M Mufakharul Islam,

PhD, Treasurer; and Elias Ahmed,
registrar, CWU, and AKM Tareq,
regional head, Dhaka East Region;
Khondker Emdadul Haq, Head of

Employee Banking; Debashish
Bhowmik, branch manager and area
head, Moghbazar Branch; BRAC
Bank Limited, were also present.

Nazmur Rahim and Perween Hasan exchanging agreement documents

BUET inaugurates amphibious
house in Sirajganj

Education Desk

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (BUET)
as well as the Urbanizing Deltas of
the World project: CORE
Bangladesh arranged an inaugura-
tion ceremony of amphibious house
in Sirajganj.

This event was organised
yesterday in close cooperation with
the CORE Bangladesh project part-
ners BUET and IHE Delft.

This project will initiate and
support community-based innova-
tion, development, production, and
implementation of different small-
scale Dutch technology that alleviate
immediate flood-related nuisance.
And will finally enhance commu-
nity flood resilience.

Amphibious house is one of the
innovations for the first time in
Bangladesh being launched in
Sirajganj which will float in the water
while flood water enters into the

land, again when flood flows out it
will set on the ground surface.

The inauguration was organised
in two slots in two different loca-
tions i.e. launching: 10:00am to
10:30am; Sunday; Amphibious Unit
Site, Ranigram, Sirajganj and inau-
guration: 11:00am to 12:30 pm;
Sunday; DC Hall Room, Sirajganj.

Dr Faruk Ahammed, Deputy
Commissioner, Sirajganj was present
as the chief guest whereas Tutul
Chakraborty, Superintendent of Police,

Sirajganj was present as special guest,
among others, project leaders of CORE
Bangladesh, Dr M Shah Alam Khan,
IWFM, BUET and Professor
Christiaan Zevenbergen, IHE Delft
will be present at the ceremony.

Many national international
students from WetSkill Event, CORE
Bangladesh team, local NGO
partner, SHARP, local farmers, work-
shop mechanics, flood effected
community of Sirajganj were also
present at this programme.

WUB arranges seminar on career
planning in electro-mechanical field

Education Desk

Department of Mechatronics,
World University of Bangladesh
(WUB) organised a seminar on
‘Career Planning in Electro-
Mechanical Field’ on Saturday at
12pm in WUB auditorium.

Professor Dr Abdul Mannan
Choudhury, Vice Chancellor, WUB
attended the seminar as the chief
guest. Professor Dr Musfiq M
Chowdhury, chairman, Board of
Trustees, WUB was present as a
special guest.

Dr Mohammad Mashud,

professor, Department of
Mechanical Engineering, Khulna
University of Engineering and
Technology (KUET), Md
Humayun Kabir, director, Electrical
and Fire Engineering department,
Reliable Engineering and Solutions
Ltd (RESL), Tajmir Alam,

Managing Director and member
of the board of United Shakhty Ltd
were present as the resource
persons.

The seminar was open for all
students and teachers of WUB. The
students as well as faculty members
were benefitted from the seminar.

Tulsiprasad Bandhopadhyay: The Next
MLA! by Sudeep Satheesan

Sankalpita

After a long time, I had the opportunity to
pick up a humour book. And that meant that
I was really looking forward to the break from
my usual reading mix of thriller, contempo-
rary and nonfiction.

‘Tulsiprasad Bandhopadhyay: The Next
MLA! is a book that is unique in content and
manages to tickle a funny bone or two in the
reader.

What to expect
Expect a book that is a political satire but

one which plays on a much lighter note than
a reader would usually expect.

It is not the kind of book that is loaded with
hidden innuendos and subliminal messages
but one that gets straight to the task at hand
– which is entertainment.

In short, there is nothing to read between
the lines and there is no hidden message. It
is just plain indulgent entertainment. It’s a
book that combines the cosy comfortable (and
sometimes even cliché) college humour and
turns it into something that makes you laugh.

Who can read
The book makes use of a language that is

rich in vocabulary and full of heavy weight
words. Hence, it might not be a good idea for
beginner level readers to pick it up.

That being said, beginner level readers who
are willing to challenge themselves to read
better can definitely give it a go.

What is the story all about
Tulsiprasad Bandhopadhyay or Bandhu as

he is usually called by his near and dear ones
is a guy who is good at nothing. His academic
outlook looks lacklustre and he doesn’t even
have a solid professional qualification.

Having tried their hands at all means
possible, his hopeless parents decide to visit
an astrologer for some guidance and future
plans.

It is then that they realize that Bandhu is
destined for ‘Raj Yog’. In common parlance,
it means Bandhu is bound to rule. Since ruling
essentially means politics in today’s India,
Bandhu’s parents realize that Bandhu’s future
lies in the political arena.

But as per Guruji’s insights, to get to his
destiny, Bandhu will have to suffer and face
obstacles on an unprecedented scale.

What follows is a journey which takes him
all over India from Lucknow to Mumbai to
Pune to Bengaluru. And this journey is not
just hilariously unique but also quite an
adventure for Bandhu and his motley group
of friends.

Let’s talk about the writing style
Sudeep makes good use of wit in his narra-

tions. The people, the places and the things
that he writes about are quite relatable and
realistic. He makes good use of tricky situa-
tions and fills ordinary incidents with
humour.

I particularly enjoyed the author’s depic-
tion of the ‘behind-the-scenes’ of Indian poli-

tics. How luck, chance and right networking
is more of a kingmaker than a decent educa-
tional qualification and right intent.

The different aspects of the book manage
to shine brilliantly but somehow when all of
it is put together, there seems to be something
missing. That is probably the reason the book
fails to make it to a 4-star entertainer.

Nevertheless, it is a debut effort worth
checking out and I would definitely look
forward to the author’s next book.

What I love the most
While reading the book, what I absolutely

loved was the feeling that instead of reading
a book, I was actually watching a movie
witnessing Murphy’s law in action – what-
ever can go wrong, goes wrong in the most
hilarious of ways.

Is the climax good enough
The climax of the book is kind of mediocre.

We do get a hint about it much before the
book actually ends.

As per my understanding, it is the
inherent flaw of the story itself that openly
lays bare the conclusion of the story before
it even begins.

It all boils down to the entertainment
quotient

When it comes to entertainment,
Tulsiprasad Bandhopadhyay: The Next
MLA! has no dearth of it.

With an ideal combination of fun, wit,
humour and adventure and with an incred-
ibly amusing cast of characters – the book
does have a good dose of entertainment to
offer to anyone who decides to give it a pick.

My final verdict
Go for it.
Pick it up if
You are looking for a light-hearted polit-

ical satire.
You are looking for an entertaining and

humorous read.
You are interested in getting acquainted

with grass root Indian political scene.
Skip it if
Humour is not really your thing.
Reading about politics doesn’t really excite

you.

Paris celebrates
2,000th birthday 

On this day in 1951, Paris, the capital city
of France, celebrates turning 2,000 years
old. In fact, a few more candles would’ve
technically been required on the birthday
cake, as the City of Lights was most likely
founded around 250 B.C.

The history of Paris can be traced back
to a Gallic tribe known as the Parisii, who
sometime around 250 B.C. settled an island
(known today as Ile de la Cite) in the Seine
River, which runs through present-day
Paris. By 52 B.C.,
Julius Caesar and
the Romans had
taken over the
area, which even-
tually became
Christianized and
known as Lutetia,
Latin for
“ m i d w a t e r
dwelling.” The
settlement later
spread to both the
left and right
banks of the Seine
and the name
Lutetia was replaced with “Paris.” In 987
A.D., Paris became the capital of France.
As the city grew, the Left Bank earned a
reputation as the intellectual district while
the Right Bank became known for busi-
ness.

During the French Renaissance period,
from the late 15th century to the early 17th
century, Paris became a center of art, archi-
tecture and science. In the mid-1800s,
Napoleon III hired civic planner Georges-
Eugene Hausmann to modernize Paris.
Hausmann’s designs gave the city wide,

tree-lined boulevards, large public parks,
a new sewer system and other public works
projects. The city continued to develop as
an important hub for the arts and culture.
In the 1860s, an artistic movement known
as French Impression emerged, featuring
the work of a group of Paris-based artists
that included Claude Monet and Pierre-
Auguste Renoir.

Today, Paris is home to some 2 million
residents, with an additional 10 million

people living in the surrounding metro-
politan area. The city retains its reputation
as a center for food, fashion, commerce and
culture. Paris also continues to be one of
the world’s most popular tourist destina-
tions, renowned for such sights as the Eiffel
Tower (built in 1889 to commemorate the
100th anniversary of the French
Revolution), the Arc de Triomphe, the
Champs-Elysees, Notre Dame Cathedral
(built in 1163), Luxembourg Gardens and
the Louvre Museum, home to Leonardo
da Vinci’s painting “Mona Lisa.”—History 
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Local Commodity Price (In Taka)
Item Name 06-July-19 07-July-19

Rice-(coarse) (per kg) 34.00-38.00 34.00-38.00

Rice-(Fine) (per kg) 48.00-55.00 48.00-55.00

Atta(per kg) 27.00-36.00 27.00-36.00

Refined Soyabean

oil(per ltr)

77.00-82.00 77.00-82.00

Palm Oil(per ltr) 60.00-65.00 60.00-65.00

M.Dal (Red Lentil)(per kg) 55.00-130.00 55.00-130.00

Pulse(per kg) 70.00-85.00 70.00-85.00

Sugar(per kg) 52.00-56.00 52.00-56.00

Potato(per kg) 20.00-25.00 20.00-25.00

Onion(per kg) 38.00-50.00 25.00-35.00

Garlic(per kg) 100.00-150.00 100.00-150.00

Turmeric(per kg) 180.00-220.00 180.00-220.00

Dry Chili(per kg) 180.00-220.00 180.00-220.00

Ginger(per kg) 140.00-200.00 130.00-180.00

Salt(per kg) 25.00-35.00 25.00-35.00

Bangladesh Key Economic

Indicators July 02, 2019

Daily Indicators July 07 July 04

Taka/US $ (inter-bank) 84.35-84.35 83.95-83.95

Dhaka Stock Exchange index         5333.08746 5380.79351

MONTHLY
Growth in: Consumer

price index (BBS)

CURRENT PREVIOUS

Consumer price index (BBS) 

yr/yr (pc) in Oct. 2018

6.57 15.01

Money supply (Tk) (BB)  

in Oct, 2018  

11315.03 10403.65

Forex reserves ($bln)(BB)  

in Jun, 2019 

31.80 32.62

Trade Balance  ($bln) in July- Oct, 2018 *-5.32 -5.79

Exports(FOB)   ($bln)(BB)  in May, 2019 3.81 6.22

Imports(FOB)   ($bln)(BB)  in Apr, 2019  4.74 5.05

ANNUAL

2018/2019 2017/2018

Population (millions)                *167.4 *161.8

External debt (pct of GDP)           **1.3 1.4

Real GDP growth (pct)                 *7.28 7.11

Budget Deficit (inclu -

ding grants)
*5 5

(pct of GDP)                       *-9.47 -6.46

Trade Balance  ($bln)               *34.02 33.44

Exports        ($bln)               *43.49 39.90

Imports        ($bln)               *-1.48 4.26

Current a/c balance ($mln)  1.28 1.71

Net foreign direct investment ($bln)  32 33.22

* Provisional

* Excluding IMF loan

* BB = Bangladesh Bank (central bank)

Exchange Rates 
Name of

Name of

Currency

Sonali Banks’ Exchange

Rates on 7/7/2019

Bangladesh Bank

WAR on 4/7/2019

Buying
Rate

Selling
Rate

Buying
Rate

Selling
Rate

USD 83.6300 84.5000 84.5000 84.5000

EUR 94.5952 96.5739 96.0596 96.0934

GBP 105.8862 107.5663 107.2559 107.2897

AUD 58.4147 59.6241 59.3190 59.3275

JPY 0.7672 0.7911 0.7831 0.7833

CAD 63.5642 64.8957 64.5334 64.5531

SEK 8.9624 9.1497 9.1012 9.1041

SGD 61.4881 62.8032 62.4400 62.4908

INR 1.2000 1.2600 1.2253 1.2257

Global Commodity Prices

Metal

Date: 07/7/2019 Energy In USD

Symbol Price Change %Change
OIL($/barrel) 57.73 -0.39 -0.68%

Symbol Price Change %Change
GOLD ($/troy ounce) 1401.20 -19.7001 -1.39%

SILVER ($/troy ounce) 15.015 -0.321 -2.09%

PLATINUM ($/troy ounce) 813.70 -29.90 -3.54%

Copper 2.6655 -0.0175 -0.65%

Agriculture
Symbol Price Change %Change

WHEAT($/bushel) 516.50 2.50 0.49%

SOYBEAN ($/bushel) 875.25 -14.50 -1.63%

CORN ($/bushel) 442.25 1.00 0.23%

SUGAR ($/pound) 12.34 -0.20 -1.59%

COTTON ($/pound) 66.85 -0.40 -0.59%

No
TRADING

CODE
TRA
DE

VALUE
(mn)

VOLU
ME

1 RUNNERAUTO 3,288 130.9380 268,589

2 NPOLYMAR 1,446 127.7400 10,672,292

3 UPGDCL 3,528 122.9060 1,184,737

4 BPML 1,345 113.4150 433,767

5 ESQUIRENIT 1,823 100.5860 4,142,373

6 GENEXIL 2,582 99.4240 299,837

7 SQURPHARMA 1,858 75.9790 1,198,482

8 JMISMDL 1,416 62.9870 2,329,476

9 SINOBANGLA 649 62.8070 968,047

10 NEWLINE 1,122 61.7020 558,755

11 SILCOPHL 2,617 57.8050 304,838

12 AIL 1,727 54.3030 165,544

13 KTL 1,245 50.8200 1,770,093

14 BSCCL 1,119 50.0600 871,074

15 BSC 1,516 47.9220 768,698

16 GLOBALINS 749 47.4600 8,403,754

17 SINGERBD 1,174 46.4750 1,876,229

18 HRTEX 960 42.6570 7,204,242

19 AMANFEED 1,184 42.2670 336,633

20 SINOBANGLA 581 39.0850 104,787

Top Twenty Shares by Value on July 07, 2019Price fall in large-caps 
drives stocks down
Stocks on Sunday opened the week
with downward trend due mainly to
price fall in large-cap securities with
lower transactions.

The falling major sectors were
insurance, food and allied and textile.
A total of 183 securities of the large-
cap group moved down due to lower
activities, reports BSS.

The broader DSEX index of Dhaka
Stock Exchange (DSE) closed the day
with 47.71 points down at 5,333.09.
The Shariah DSES and the blue-chip
DS30 also followed the same trend
with 11.93 points down at 1,221.46
and with 19.69 points down at
1,890.38. “Huge amount of classified
loans and liquidity crisis in the
banking sector is one of the causes
for falling trend of the stock markets.
The authorities concerned should
take more initiatives to bring back
the confidence of investors,” Director
of the Western Securities Investment
Management Limited Imtiaz Ahmed
told BSS today.

The daily trade fell to 17.29 crore

shares from Thursday’s 18.43 crore
shares and the day’s trade value at
DSE decreased to Taka 415.34 crore
from Taka 487.53 crore of the
previous session.

At DSE, out of the day’s 353 secu-
rities, prices of 87 securities closed
higher against 239 losing issues.

The major gaining issues were
CAPMBDBLMF, SEMLFBSLGF,
ATCLGF, SEMIBBLSF and
1STPRIMFMF. The major losing
companies were Global Insurance,
Zeal Bangla, Emerald Oil, HRTEX
and Sonar Bangla Insurance.

JMISMDL topped the turnover list
followed by ATCSLGF, Runner Auto,
National Life Insurance and Rupali
Insurance. The Chittagong Stock
Exchange (CSE) closed the day of the
week with downward trend with its
major CASPI 136.36 points down at
16,333.01. At CSE, 265 issues were
traded. Of those, 78 closed higher
and 162 closed lower when 83.26 lakh
shares worth Taka 18.20 crore
changed hands.

Andy Halford visits Dhaka
BP Business Desk

Andy Halford, group chief financial
officer of Standard Chartered Bank,
recently visited Bangladesh. 

This follows a host of visits
to Bangladesh by senior
global leadership of the bank
in recent times, including
José Viñals, group chairman,
Standard Chartered PLC,
emphasizing the Bank’s
strong strategic focus on the country.
During his three-day visit to Dhaka,
Andy met policymakers, regulators,
key stakeholders and clients of the
Bank, said a press release.  

“It is very exciting to see the
progress made by Bangladesh in the
few years since my last visit. The
growth potential of Bangladesh, as

our own research has shown
recently, is immense. I am pleased
that the Bank is playing a key role
in driving this growth, providing

financial solutions that
match the growth aspira-
tions of Bangladesh”, said
Andy Halford, Group Chief
Financial Officer, Standard
Chartered Bank

Naser Ezaz Bijoy, CEO,
Standard Chartered Bank

Bangladesh, added, “This visit is a
demonstration of Standard Chartered
Bank’s strong commitment to
Bangladesh. By constantly innovating,
and offering world class financial
products and services, we would like
to accelerate the pace of our journey
of driving commerce and prosperity
for Bangladesh.” 

$33m pro-climate project for
women to ensure livelihood
BP Business Desk

The government is implementing a $33
million project to empower women as
‘change-agents’ to plan, implement,
and manage climate-resilient solutions
to safeguard livelihoods and lives
eying at turning Bangladesh into a
middle-income country.

Kamrun Nahar, Secretary, Ministry
of Women and Children Affairs, said
this while speaking as the chief guest
at the inception of a workshop titled
‘Enhancing Adaptive Capacities of
Coastal Communities, Especially
Women, to Cope with Climate Change
Induced Salinity’, held in Dhaka on
Sunday. 

Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs jointly with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) is
implement the six-year long project in
Satkhira and Khulna benefitting almost
7 lakh people, mostly women and
adolescent girls for climate resilient

solutions, financed by the Green
Climate Fund (GCF), world's largest
multilateral fund for climate change
action. This is the first time when the
Ministry of Women and Children’s
Affairs provided $8 million, while GCF
is providing the rest as a co-financer
to plan, implement, and manage
climate-resilient solutions.

Highlighting the Sustainable
Development Goals, UNDP’s Resident
Representative, Sudipto Mukerjee,
said, “We are committed to leave no
one behind in implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals by
2030 with the government and part-
ners like GCF, and it cannot be
achieved if the women remain ignored
as they are more vulnerable to adverse
impacts of climate change given the
higher risks they face and bear greater
burdens every single day.” 

“That’s why, through this project,
we are specifically focusing on women
and girls to help them adapt better to

climate change in Bangladesh,”
Sudipto further added. 

The project will provide assistance
to women and girls in Satkhira and
Khulna to adopt resilient livelihoods,
while ensuring reliable, safe drinking
water through community-managed
rainwater harvesting solutions. It will
also seek to strengthen the participa-
tion of women in last-mile dissemi-
nation of gender-responsive early
warnings and continued monitoring
and adaptation of livelihoods to
evolving climate risks.

A key aspect of the project is to focus
on enhancing women’s access to
markets and finance. In addition to
training in business development, the
project will link women producers’
groups to business via networking
activities (including through Public-
Private Initiative platforms to be estab-
lished at local level) and will provide
support to access credit from the finan-
cial sector. 

Kamrun Nahar, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, is speaking as the chief guest at the inception

of a workshop titled ‘Enhancing Adaptive Capacities of Coastal Communities, Especially Women, to Cope with

Climate Change Induced Salinity’ in Dhaka on Sunday. 

Mutual Trust Bank 
signs agreement with 
Anwar Landmark 
BP Business Desk

Mutual Trust Bank Limited (MTB)
recently signed an agreement with
Anwar Landmark Limited at a cere-
mony at MTB Centre, Gulshan in
Dhaka recently. 

Under the agreement, the clients
of Anwar Landmark Limited will
be able to avail Home Loan with a
low processing fee and discounted
interest rate from MTB. The clients
of the bank, likewise, will be enti-
tled to buy apartments with special
discounted offer from Anwar
Landmark Limited, said a press
release.

Telenor Health signs 
agreement with 

BRAC Bank 
BP Business Desk

Telenor Health, the digital health-
care platform of Telenor, has signed
an agreement with BRAC Bank
Limited at the bank’s corporate
office in Dhaka recently. 

The two organizations joined
hands to provide digital healthcare
services to the communities with
lesser access to proper healthcare
through the fastest growing Agent
Banking network of the Bank, said
a press release. 

The agreement was signed by
Syed Abdul Momen, head of SME
of BRAC Bank Limited and
Mobydur Rahaman, head of B2B,
Partnerships & Loyalty of Telenor
Health.

Hossain Khaled, managing director, Anwar Landmark Limited, and Anis

A. Khan, managing director & CEO, Mutual Trust Bank Limited (MTB),

are exchanging documents after signing an agreement at a ceremony at

MTB Centre, Gulshan in Dhaka recently. 

Syed Abdul Momen, head of SME of BRAC Bank Limited, and

Mobydur Rahaman, head of B2B, Partnerships & Loyalty of

Telenor Health, are exchanging documents at the bank’s corporate

office in Dhaka recently.

Karmasangsthan Bank signed an agreement with Bangladesh Election

Commission on NID verification services. General Manager (Admin) of

Karmasangsthan Bank and Deputy Secretary and Director

(Operation) of the Election Commission in the presence of the

Secretary of Election Commission Md. Alamgir signed the agreement

at Election Commission Secretariat on Wednesday.

Abul Kalam Azad, Principal Coordinator (SDG) of Prime Minister's

Office and Sarder Akhter Hamed, Head of Channel Banking Division of

Bank Asia Ltd, are inaugurating the 158th ATM Booth of the Bank on the

premises of Bangladesh India Friendship Power Company (Pvt) Ltd (BIF-

PCL) at Rampal, Mongla recently. Md. Moniruzzaman Khan, head of

ADC, managers of Khulna and Jashore branches  of the Bank and high

officials of BIFPCL were present at the inauguration programme.

Pro-environ energy-efficient 
products produced in BD
BP Business Desk

‘This is so impressive to see that
Bangladeshi brand Walton is manu-

facturing energy-efficient products
using environment-friendly refrig-
erants. Besides modern refrigera-
tors and air conditioner production

units, the brand
has testing lab
and quality
control facilities
which is very
impressive,’ said
Helen Picot,
head of
Strengthening
for Efficiency
and Access to
Cooling of Kigali
C o o l i n g
E f f i c i e n c y
Program.

She made the statement while
visiting Walton Hi-Tech Industries
Ltd at Chandra in Gazipur on
Saturday to see the progress of the
HFC Phase Out project at Walton
factory being jointly implemented
by United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and Walton
under the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change. 

Under the one-year project, the
environment-friendly HC-600a
(Isobutane) refrigerant is being used
in Walton factory and service centers
instead of high global warming
HFC-134a refrigerant. 

The Kigali Cooling Efficiency
Program associates the project, said
a press release.

Dr. F H Ansarey, managing director, Subrata Ranjan Das, executive direc-

tor of ACI Motors Ltd along with other high officials of ACI Motors and

Yamaha Corporation are present at a ceremony on inauguration of a

music store at Jamuna Future Park in Dhaka recently.
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Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) Chattogram Stock
Exchange (CSE)

CHANGE = (LTP - YCP)     LTP* = Last Traded Price

CLOSEP*= Closing Price   YCP* = Yesterday's Closing Price                  Source: DSE & CSE

Top Ten Gainer Considering Close Price & YCP on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Top Ten Loser Considering Close Price & YCP on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Top Twenty Shares by Value on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Bank on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Jute on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Cement on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Ceramics Sector on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Debenture on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Financial Institutions on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Phamaceuticals & Chemicals on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Mutual Funds on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: IT Sector on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Textile on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Fuel & Power on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Insurance on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Latest Share Price for Business Area: Engineering on Jun 07, 2019 at 4:00 PM
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India
Best performances:
vs Australia
Not just the skewed
World Cup head-to-
head history, India
also had the scars of

humiliating home-series preceding
the World Cup to wipe out. And
now with Steve Smith and David
Warner strengthening the Aussie
juggernaut on a ten-match
winning streak, India successfully
managed to steal the momentum
early on. A nasty Pat Cummins'
delivery may have cut short his
World Cup, but on that day
Shikhar Dhawan was unstoppable,
smashing his way to a century,
with a steady Rohit Sharma, the
typical Virat Kohli and a promoted
Hardik Pandya lifting the total to
352. Then the seamers were excep-
tional with their lengths, and it
does tell you a story when Warner
scratches around for an 84-ball 56.

Worst performance: vs
Afghanistan

It was meant to be a walkover.
The contrast in confidence couldn't
have been more pronounced. India
were fresh from handing over a
thrashing to Pakistan, while
Afghanistan were fresh from being
handed over one by England. But
India were stretched to their
absolute limit. The batting - apart
from Kohli - never really got going,
with the Dhoni-Jadhav stand stag-
nating towards the death overs,
leaving India with 224/8.
Afghanistan seemed to be cruising
in their chase at one stage with
Shahidi and Rahmat Shah seem-
ingly at ease, but Bumrah changed
everything, getting both of them
in the same over, like only he can.
Again when things were getting
iffy in the death, Shami cleaned it
up with a hat-trick.

Best player: Sharma
It's often self-explanatory when

someone seriously challenges the
all-time record for the most runs
in a World Cup within the league
stage itself. But with five centuries
- a tournament record already -
and two of them (against South
Africa and England) on pretty
dodgy surfaces, he's carried India's
batting mantle single-handedly.
Yes, Bumrah has been exceptional
with the ball, but with numbers as
blatant as these, Rohit's made it
impossible to look beyond him.

The one for the knockouts: Kohli
It's not often that Kohli is forced

to play second fiddle. Alas, such
has been Rohit's dominance that
Kohli has hardly had anything to

do, and in the few instances where
he actually did, he's only scored
untypical, pretty fifties. But trust
the big occasion of the knockout
to bring out a renewed vigour in
the champion batsman.

Australia 
Best performance: vs England
Australia dug their heels into a

groggy England side that came up
to face them right after suffering
a shocking defeat to Sri Lanka at
Leeds. An Aaron Finch century
and a Warner fifty set the innings
up, before Alex Carey's blitz took
them to 285 for 7. For England's
recent standards that should've
been considered below-par, but
Jason Behrendorff stepped out of
Starc's shadow to dismantle one
of the finest batting line-ups. He
picked up five, one more than his
new-ball partner as England
folded for 221 despite Ben Stokes's
fighting 89.

Worst performance: vs India
The only fixture where Finch &

Co. looked out of depth was
against India. It was one of those
games where everything fell in
place for their opposition, evident
from Dhawan's excellent century.
India's seamers then did a fine job
to tie down the Aussies, catching

them short in chase. It was a
strange game for David Warner,
who was utterly scratchy for his
84-ball 56, while another of
Australia's match-winners -
Mitchell Starc - endured a quiet
day at the office.

Best player: Starc
It's almost like the last four years

never existed. Mitchell Starc is
running in like his 2015-self,
dishing out yorkers by the dozen
and lighting up the stumps. He
began the World Cup with a fifer
to demonstrate the complete gulf
in class between his side and the
West Indies, and then bagged his
second in a game against New
Zealand, denying them in the
process in a small chase. In
between were two four-fers - best
of them coming against the hosts
at Lord's. He's taken his tally to 24
wickets, and will be licking his lips
to exploit the left-armer conducive
conditions at Lord's should
Australia make another final.

One for the knockouts: Smith
A lot of Australia's narrative has

revolved around Aaron Finch,
David Warner and Mitchell Starc
in this World Cup, with the excep-
tion of Jason Behrendorff in one
game. Steve Smith started well,

and even has three fifties to his
name, but he should the man for
the knockouts come July 9.
Afterall, if Starc could rekindle his
2015 self, why should Smith be left
behind?

England 
Best Performance: vs India
After seven games in the home

World Cup, England were in a spot
of bother and desperately needed
a win against India. As the coin
flipped in their favour, England
rode on Jason Roy and Bairstow's
initial assault to carry the side to
a challenging score. The match,
however, wasn't won yet. Rohit
and Kohli threatened to take the
game away but Liam Plunkett and
Chris Woakes used all their expe-
rience to squeeze out a nervy 31-
run win.

Worst Performance: vs Sri Lanka
Things would have been a lot

easier for England had they not
lost to Sri Lanka in a thriller in
Leeds. After the initial loss to
Pakistan, England had bounced
back well with big wins against
Bangladesh, West Indies and
Afghanistan. When Sri Lanka
managed just 232, England had
another game in their grasp but
Lasith Malinga stole the show to

hand the hosts a 20-run loss. That
loss particularly dented England's
confidence and it showed in the
loss against Australia at Lord's in
the next game.

Best player: Stokes
Seven wickets at an economy of

under five and 381 runs at an
average of almost 55 - the
allrounder has chipped in with key
performances in crunch games
while a lot of the spotlight has been
on the likes of Jofra Archer,
Woakes, Bairstow and Joe Root.
Take the India game for instance,
just when India made a superb
comeback, he put the target
beyond them with a 54-ball 79.

The one for the knockouts:
Bairstow

No doubt about it. A century
against India and then another
against New Zealand. After
drawing a lot of flak for his
comments, Bairstow walked the
talk and produced match-winning
performances when the side really
needed it. 

He's given the side brisk starts
and has helped them get ahead
right at the beginning with Roy.
Even with an average over 50 and
461 runs in the tournament, he's
stressed he's hungry for more.

New Zealand 
Best performance: vs Sri Lanka
The Blackcaps began their

campaign with a bang. They made
great use of a pitch that almost
resembled the outfield and
knocked over Sri Lanka for just
136 - Matt Henry troubled them
with swing and seam, while Lockie
Ferguson threatened with pace.
Martin Guptill and Colin Munro
overhauled the total with
absolutely no damage.

Worst Performance: vs
Bangladesh

If Kane Williamson were off to
a dream start, they were seriously
pushed to the corner in their very
next game. Shakib Al Hasan set a
good base as Bangladesh got a
decent 244. Williamson escaped a
run-out scare as Mushfiqur Rahim
broke the bails before collecting
the ball. The Kiwis were placed
well at 160 for 2 in 31.1 overs. But
Williamson gifted his wicket and
triggered a collapse. Three wickets
fell for 21 runs, including the set
Ross Taylor (82). After a while,
New Zealand lost two more
without any addition to the total.
30 runs were needed with three
wickets left. 

Mitchell Santner remained calm
and took them close and they
eventually crossed the line with
two wickets in hand. 

New Zealand should have
cruised home, but they gave too
many chances and almost choked
themselves under pressure. Their
weak middle-order was easily
exposed by Bangladesh.

Best player: Williamson
As expected, the captain has led

from the front with the bat in hand.
A fifty against Afghanistan and
two extremely vital back-to-back
hundreds against South Africa and
West Indies was key to New
Zealand beating competition to the
fourth spot. Williamson leads the
batting charts for the side with 481
runs

The one for the knockouts:
Williamson

Yes, Williamson is their best bet,
but him not making it big in their
last three games resulted in losses.
Come the knockouts, it's a no-
brainer that the Blackcaps need
their captain to fire to cover up for
a middle-order that hasn't had a
good run in the league stage. 

A fit Lockie Ferguson is also key
to New Zealand's success as he has
the ability to trouble batsman even
on flat pitches with his raw pace.
After all, he is their leading wicket-
taker with 17 scalps.

World Cup 2019 semifinals: How they got there 

Felt exhausted after last 
two matches: Shakib

Bangladesh ace all-rounder Shakib
Al Hasan admitted he was mentally
exhausted during the last two
matches in the World Cup, but was
successful thanks to his increased
levels of fitness, reports Reuters.

Shakib worked closely with the
fitness trainer of Sunrisers
Hyderabad during his stint in the
2019 edition of the Indian Premier
League, which saw him shed down
six kilograms of weight before he
joined the national team for their
World Cup campaign.

Shakib was in superlative form
with the bat throughout the tourna-
ment making 606 runs to have his
name alongside Sachin Tendulkar,

Mathew Hayden and Rohit Sharma,
as the only players to have scored
over 600 runs in a single edition of
the tournament.

He also picked up 11 wickets along
with his two centuries and five half-
centuries in the eight matches that
he played in.

"I was feeling mentally exhausted
in the last two matches," Shakib told
reporters at the team hotel on
Saturday (July 6). "Probably I got
over it because my fitness level was
quite good. I could work on my
fitness for one or two days in
between, but at the same time I could
have gotten more tired in the process.

"It's tough to balance everything

and so in that sense, the last two
matches were really challenging. I
don't why but I had a feeling that it
[increased fitness level] was neces-
sary. It helped as I had a good prepa-
ration before the World Cup," he
said.

Shakib said that he was not
surprised with his superlative form
in the tournament that helped him
achieve several records in the tour-
nament, including a landmark of
becoming the first cricketer to score
over 500 runs and pick 10 wickets.

"From the first match, I had a
feeling that something good will
happen (this time). I scored well in
all opening matches in the previous
World Cups but I could not continue
doing that. So I had to push myself
to not lose the momentum after
gaining it. [But] I was not surprised
because I knew what I had in my
mind. It's just that what happened
is the best that I thought could have
happened for me."

While terming his hundred against
England as the most satisfying one,
Shakib said the one scored against
Afghanistan was the toughest
considering the strength of their
bowling. 

"It was really challenging to
perform against Afghanistan. They
had good quality spinners and the
wicket on which we played were the
main reasons behind it," he said.

Mashrafe worried of future
after World Cup exit

Bangladesh captain Mashrafe Mortaza
admitted he needs time to decide his
future amid speculation he will retire
or resign following his team's World
Cup exit.

Attention turned to Mashrafe’s future
at the post-match press conference, but
the 35-year-old wasn’t ready to reveal
his plans. “My future plan is obviously
going home from here, and then I’ll
rethink,” he told reporters.

Mashrafe relished the opportunity
for Bangladesh to play all the top sides.

“That format I loved, because every
team has been exposed to everyone else.
And to be honest I think some people
will not be very happy with that,” he
said. Asked how he rated Bangladesh's
campaign, Mashrafe conceded they had
been exposed at times in their sloppy
fielding, while his bowlers found it hard
to thrive in English conditions.

He blamed their out-of-sort and jaded
bowling and fielding for their downfall
in the World Cup in which they came
with high expectation of sealing the
semifinal spot..

Mashrafe said that he is disappointed
with the way Bangladesh fielded
throughout the tournament and added
bowling was pretty ordinary during
their just concluded World Cup
campaign.

“We missed some catches when we
needed to take that, we bowled badly
when we needed to bowl well, we didn’t

step up in these areas. Obviously, little
things make a huge difference, that’s for
sure. I would say some matches was
really costing us that fielding, ground
fielding, obviously, because being as a
bowler, when you stop runs, that sort
of wicket, bowlers boost up a lot, which
has not been happening when they
make, any teams make partnership, we
get down and down,” Mashrafe said,
clarifying what went wrong in their
World Cup.

“In bowling we couldn’t pick up early
wickets in the first 10-15 or 20 overs in
most of the matches including me and

others. I personally think, I should think
about this matter personally as I operate
in this role. It’s my responsibility,” he
added.

Mashrafe himself also delivered to
fail as bowler as he picked up just one
wicket in eight games to end a horror
tournament for him.

‘’First thing that, obviously, going
forward, Bangladesh need to concern
about — if you’re asking this sort of tour-
nament, like World Cup, Champions
Trophy, or maybe T20 World Cup is
coming, that sort of tournament, obvi-
ously bowling is a big issue. 

Virat Kohli Mitchell Starc

Ben Stokes Kane Williamson
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Nigeria oust holder Cameroon,
hosts Egypt beaten by South Africa 

Nigeria ousted hol -
ders and bitter rivals
Cameroon from the
Africa Cup of Nations,
scoring twice in three
minutes to come from
behind and win a

thrilling last-16 match 3-2 on
Saturday, Reuters reports.

In a game that fully lived up to its
billing, Odion Ighalo gave Nigeria
a 19th-minute lead but Cameroon
hit back with two goals in quick
succession before halftime from
Stephane Bahoken and Clinton Njie.

Ighalo levelled again for Nigeria
— who have lost three AFCON finals
to Cameroon — in the 63rd minute
amid suspicions of offside before
Alex Iwobi snatched the winner for
the jubilant Super Eagles three
minutes later.

The win earned Nigeria a quarter-
final against hosts Egypt or South
Africa who were meeting later on
Saturday.

Both teams finished second in
their groups and had not been in the
best of form and it showed with an
abundance of defensive mistakes,
but there was also much to admire
in an end-to-end match.

Nigeria coach Gernot Rohr said
the shock defeat by Madagascar in
their final group match might have
benefited his side. “It did us good,
it helped motivate us today to win
this very difficult match,” he said.

Cameroon coach Clarence Seedorf
said his team paid for sitting on their

lead. “We slowed down a little too
much instead of trying to score the
third goal,” he said. “Obviously,
Nigeria has all the quality to score
goals and I think that was what went
wrong, in general terms.”

It was a scrappy opening with

misplaced passes by both sides until
Nigeria went ahead in the 19th
minute with an untidy goal.

Cameroon’s defence failed to deal
with a free kick into the area and
Kenneth Omeruo found Ighalo 
who reacted quickly and scored 
with a shot that was deflected into
the net.

The Nigeria defence still looked
vulnerable as a wild miskick by
Omeruo gave Cameroon a corner
and they also handed Cameroon a
chance which Pierre Kunde Malong

wasted by firing over.
But the game turned dramatically

before halftime as Cameroon, who
had not scored in their previous two
games, struck twice in three minutes.

Christian Bassogog wriggled past
his marker on the right and sent a

perfect cross into the area, leaving
Bahoken with the formality of
turning the ball into the net in the
41st minute.

Nigeria had barely time to recover
when Cameroon struck again with
Bahoken turning provider as he
flicked the ball on to Clinton Njie
who raced past Olaoluwa Aina and
drilled the ball into the net.

Goalkeeper Victor Akyepi made
a desperate last-ditch save to prevent
a Nigeria own goal early in the
second half before the game took

another twist.
Nigeria levelled in the 61st minute

when Ahmed Musa chested the ball
into the path of Ighalo to volley
home. He was level with the last man
although it was the sort of goal that
might be ruled out for offside by the

VAR system which will be intro-
duced in the quarter-finals.

Three minutes later, Ighalo turned
provider as he set up Iwobi who beat
Andre Onana with a calm finish to
seal a famous victory and set off wild
celebrations among the Nigerian
players, officials and media.

Thembinkosi Lorch scored five
minutes from time to hand South
Africa an upset 1-0 win and knock
holders Egypt out of the Africa Cup
of Nations as the shock results at the
competition continued on Saturday.

South Africa, who had lost two of
their three group games yet crept
into the knockout stages, showed
great improvement and were the
more enterprising team, leaving
70,000 partisan fans at the Cairo
International Stadium stunned.

Lorch finished off a sweeping
counter-attack as South Africa, who
created much the better chances,
finally reaped a reward for their
efforts.

They will now meet Nigeria, who
earlier on Saturday eliminated
holders Cameroon in a come-from-
behind victory, in Wednesday’s
quarter-final. 

South Africa’s victory followed
Friday’s shock success for tiny Benin
over heavily fancied Morocco at the
start of the knockout phase.

Messi gets red card, Argentina
secures 3rd place

Lionel Messi was
sent off before half-
time and then
angrily hit out at
“corrupt” tourna-
ment organisers
after Argentina

beat Chile 2-1 to win a bad-
tempered third-place playoff at the
Copa America on Saturday, Reuters
reports.

The match was 34 minutes old
when Chilean captain Gary Medel
shepherded out a ball near his own
goal. Messi challenged him from
behind and Medel reacted angrily,
pushing the Argentine and raising
his hands.

The Paraguayan referee showed
Medel a red card and even though
Messi did not react, he too was sent
off, prompting boos in Sao Paulo’s
Corinthians arena.

Reports said the Barcelona
forward did not attend the cere-
mony to receive his third-place
medal and he later hit out at the
South American Football
Confederation (CONMEBOL).

“We don’t have to be part of this
corruption,” Messi told reporters.

“The lack of respect that they have
showed us throughout this tour-

nament. “Sadly, the corruption,
the referees, they don’t allow

people to enjoy football, they
ruined it a bit.

“I think the cup is fixed for
Brazil,” Messi added. “I hope that

the VAR and the referees have
nothing to do in this final and that
Peru can compete because they
have the team to do so although I

think it’s difficult.”
His comments came four days

after Argentina were beaten 2-0 by
arch rivals Brazil in a semi-final that
was marked by a number of
contentious refereeing decisions.

Argentina were furious that VAR
was not consulted for two possible
penalty decision, with the
Argentine Football Association
president writing an angry letter
to CONMEBOL to express his
disgust.     

Messi’s frustration was evident
in the mixed zone after what was
only the second red card of his
career.

“You saw what happened,” he
told reporters. “A yellow would
have ended it for both of us. 

The important thing is that with
10 the team finished well and won.”

The referee also showed six
yellow cards in a match that was
disrupted by 37 fouls.

Sergio Aguero put Argentina 1-
0 ahead in 12 minutes and Paulo
Dybala made it two 10 minutes
later with a nice finish after 
Giovani Lo Celso put him through
on goal.

Roger Federer kept
tennis statisticians on
their toes on Satur -
day as he mopped
up a few more
records by trampling

all over Lucas Pouille’s dreams in a
rip-roaring 7-5 6-2 7-6(4) win to reach
the fourth round of Wimbledon,
Reuters describes.

The Swiss became the first player
- man or woman - to win 350 singles
matches at the majors.

To get closer to that, however, he
will first have to negotiate his way
past Italian 17th seed Matteo
Berrettini.

While the hollering fans gave
Federer a standing ovation as he
completed his 350th match win at the
majors just a month shy of his 38th
birthday, the world’s favourite tennis
son was more circumspect about the
record.

Pouille had a break point at 3-3 in
the first set and again at 5-5. A Federer
in full flight had to hit three slam dunk
smashes in a row to stay alive in the
11th game - an effort that lifted the
roaring crowd to their feet.

Once he survived that mini wobble,

he rolled through six successive games
before Pouille unexpectedly ended
the run by breaking the Federer serve.
While it was not enough to rescue the
second set, it gave the Frenchman the
belief to fight on. But sometimes belief
is just not enough - especially when
the man opposite you is closing in on
a century of match wins at the All
England Club - with Saturday being
his 98th triumph.

Meanwhile, Serena Williams, the
seven-times Wimbledon champion’s
competitive fires began to burn
brightly and she screamed to a 6-3 6-
4 win over Goerges to reach the
second week of Wimbledon for the
16th time.

Being in the fourth-round mix
means that it is still game on for the
record 24th Grand Slam title that has
proved elusive over the past year —

when final appearances at
Wimbledon and Flushing Meadows
both proved to be lost causes.

Against Goerges, she should have
been confident of victory since the
German had failed to take a set off
Williams in four previous meetings,
including last year’s semi-final here.

When Goerges soaked up every-
thing Williams could throw at her to
fight back from 0-40 down and hold

her serve in the second game of the
opening set, it seemed this might be
another long day.

But Williams could not really afford
to dilly-dally around court too long
on Saturday considering this match
was just a dress rehearsal for a more
pressing engagement later in the day
— to partner Britain’s most famous
tennis son Andy Murray in the mixed
doubles. As if on cue, the Red Arrows

shot through the sky just as Goerges
was about to begin serving in the 
sixth game.

While the crowd looked skywards,
Williams had only Goerges in her
sights and cut down the German by
immediately breaking for a 4-2 lead.

Next up in singles for the 11th seed
is Spain’s Carla Suarez Navarro.

The tennis balls becoming heavier
during play on the grass at the All
England Club is to be blamed for the
slower game at the Wimbledon and
not the playing surface, third seed
Rafa Nadal said on Saturday.

Many players have complained
about the game’s slower speed at the
Grand Slam this year, with Roger
Federer saying Wimbledon “has not
been the fastest” while Caroline
Wozniacki complained about the
grass on Court Two after her third-
round exit.

Nadal, who beat Jo-Wilfried Tsonga
6-2 6-3 6-2 to march into the fourth
round, did not have any issues with
the surface but pointed out that the
humidity on court was a factor.

Nadal will play either Portugal’s
Joao Sousa or Britain’s Dan Evans in
the fourth round next week.

Federer bags more records, real Serena finally shows
up, Nadal blames heavier balls for slower games

United head east amidst
Pogba uncertainty

As Manchester United prepared to
fly to Australia for their pre-season
tour this weekend, their unsettled
midfielder Paul Pogba enjoyed
himself thousands of miles away in
New York, Reuters says.

The 26-year-old Frenchman took
to social media to post videos of
himself jogging in Central Park,
working out in the gym and even
kicking the tops off bottles as part
of the latest viral internet craze.

None of that will concern United
too much as they have given their
midfielder permission for an
extended holiday after a non-stop
schedule stretching back to last
year’s World Cup.

Much more troublesome and
difficult for the club to deflect are
last week’s remarks by Pogba’s agent
who said his client intended to leave
United.

“Everyone knows the willingness
of Paul to move on. We are in the
process of that,” said Mino Raiola
in an interview with the Times
newspaper.

The outburst ignited a predictable
frenzy of speculation with Real
Madrid, widely touted as his
favoured destination, reported to
be putting together a player plus
cash bid involving Gareth Bale 
and Isco.

Whether Pogba joins United on
their tour or not, the transfer talk 
is certain to accompany them 
around Australia, Singapore and
China. 

Argentine playmaker Lionel Messi (C) is in oblivion as the referee about to

show him red card in the Copa America third place match against Chile at

Arena Corinthians, São Paulo on Saturday.

Sweden benefited
from poor defending
and the video assis-
tant referee to beat
England 2-1 in the
women’s World Cup
third place playoff

match on Saturday, Reuters reports.
Early goals from Kosovare Asllani

and Sofia Jakobsson were enough
to see off Phil Neville’s side, who
pulled one
back through
Fran Kirby
and had an
Ellen White
equaliser ruled
out for hand-
ball.

S w e d e n ,
captained by
Caroline Seger
making her
200th interna-
tional appearance, won the last
meeting between the two nations 2-
0 and began where they left off from
that friendly in November.

After 11 minutes, England
defender Alex Greenwood failed to
clear a cross into the box and Asllani
pounced to unleash a fierce shot at
goal. Goalkeeper Carly Telford got
a hand to it but the ball flew in.

They doubled their lead 10

minutes later when England stood
off Jakobsson, allowing the
Montpellier forward to drive into
the box and curl the ball expertly
around defender Steph Houghton
and past the diving Telford.

England regrouped and after half
an hour they halved the deficit when
Kirby dribbled from the right into
the penalty area, cut on to her left
and curled the ball in off the far post.

Barely two
minutes later,
they thought
they had equa -
lised when
White, chasing
the golden boot
award on six
goals, chested
down a cross,
held the ball up
and poked it
under Sweden

keeper Hedvig Lindahl. 
Ho wever, it was ruled out after a

VAR review with White judged to
have controlled the ball with 
her arm.

Winger Karen Carney came on
for Nikita Parris in the 74th minute
to make her final appearance in 
an England shirt having announced
on Friday she would retire after 
the match.

Sweden move over unstable
England to grab third place 

Roger Federer
Serena Williams

Nigerian Odion Ighalo scores twice against Cameroon at Alexandria

Stadium, Alexandria on Saturday.

Thembinkosi Lorch (C) is on his way to score the sole winning goal for South

Africa against Egypt at Cairo International Stadium, Cairo on Saturday.
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Password : Despite copying,
accused go unpunished

Staff Correspondent

S
hakib Khan-starrer ‘Password’
was released on last Eid-ul-Fitr
which has gained a lot of praise

from the audience and as per the
hopes of the concerned personnel it
has also pulled a big profit. But along
with such renown there have also
been accusations of the film being

copied from a Korean film. There
have been questions going back and
forth as to ‘Password’ being a copy of
the film ‘The Target’. Alongside all
the accusations there have also been a
written complaint against the film by
a film critic named Ananda Kutum
submitted to the censor board.

Under such conditions the
members of film censor board
examined the mentioned Korean
film on July 4. After which they too
concurred to the fact that some
scenes of the film does have simi-
larity with the Bangladeshi one.
But, considering the current state of
the film industry in Bangladesh at
present they decided to not take
any severe step against ‘Password’.

Vice chairman of censor board
says, “After receiving the complaint
letter we have examined the Korean
film ‘The Target’ and it is evident that
there are a few scenes in ‘password’
which are similar to this one. In
simple words, we have found
evidence of copying from the film.
But, the present situation of the
Bangladeshi film industry is not that
good. We don’t want to discourage
producers from making any films.
That is why we are not taking any
severe step at this moment.”

He added, “We have sent letters to
the film’s producer and director. We
have warned them from doing any
similar thing in future. If they repeat
this action again then actions will be
taken against them.”

Regarding the accusations Malek
Afsari previously said that the
Korean film is only 1 hour 37
minutes in duration where as
‘Password’ is 2 hours 17 minutes
long.

S
et to play a "slightly older character" in Kartik
Aaryan-starrer Pati Patni Aur Woh, Ananya Panday is
currently on a weight-gaining spree. Required to pack

on five kilos before the film rolls in Lucknow later this
month, the actor has altered her fitness routine and diet
under the watchful gaze of Pilates trainer Yasmin
Karachiwala.

"Mine is a different kind of struggle because it's
tough to gain weight. I'm eating every two hours.
The idea is to up the protein content. You want to
gain the right kind of weight, so it's not about
eating anything as you wish," says the actor. Her
prep for the remake aside, Panday currently has
her hands full with So Positive, a recently launched
campaign that aims to start a discussion around
cyberbullying. While she credits father Chunkey Pandey
for helping her develop a thick skin, she points out that
not everyone is emotionally equipped to take trolls and
their baseless criticism head-on.

"When your family gets affected by the bullying
you encounter, that affects you. I often wonder, if
this happens to my sister, what would I do? She is
15. At a young age, our minds aren't fully [devel-
oped], and we judge ourselves based on what we
read about us." While her team will not be taking
legal action on behalf of those who approach her
via the campaign, So Positive will provide refer-
ences of lawyers and psychiatrists who could
help them.

"I hope to provide that safe environment, and
means for people to tackle such situations." The
youngster reveals that apart from friends
Shanaya Kapoor and Suhana Khan, she also
sought mentor Karan Johar's advice before
launching the endeavour. "He has hate directed
towards him as well," she reasons, adding that
Bollywood's support towards the campaign
implies that the industry can relate to the
constant criticism.                   —Indian Express

Entertainment Desk

A
two-week solo art exhibition of artist
Farzana Rahman Boby titled ‘The Soul of
the Soil’ has begun at Gallery Shilpangan

in the capital’s Dhanmondi area. Organised by
contemporary art gallery Shilpangan, this is the
first solo exhibition of the young artist.

Renowned artist Monirul Islam inaugurated the
exhibition on the gallery premises on Friday,
while artist and critic Javed Jalil was present as
special guest. Artist Nisar Hossain presided over
the opening ceremony. Farzana approaches to
nature to harness its spirit rather than expressing
her fidelity to the visible markers - her ecosystem
is devoid of easily recognizable forms.

The artist has so far participated in a number of
group exhibitions, including 21st National Art
Exhibition, ‘Life 2’ at Gallery Cosmos-2, 16th
Aisan Art Biennale, 19th Young Artist Art
Exhibition, group printmaking exhibition
‘Amader Kotha’ organised by Shako, and others.

The artist also participated in in workshops
under renowned artists like Biren Shome, Alamgir
Haque, internationally acclaimed Japanese artist
Toshihisa Fudezuka, Indian artists Nirmalendu
Das and Pinaki Barua. The exhibition is open to
all every day from 3pm to 8pm, until July 18.

Entertainment Desk

L
oko Natyadal (Banani) staged
its much-acclaimed play
‘Sonai Madhab’ yesterday at

6:00pm at Nilima Ibrahim
Auditorium of Mahila Samiti in the

capital’s Baily Road. The play was
brought to the stage as a part of the
four day celebration programme,
organised by the troupe on the occa-
sion of the 38th founding anniver-
sary.

Directed by Youngin Gomez, the

production is based on a story from
Mymensingh Geetika, a collection
of traditional ballads. Music of the
production was done by Mostafa
Anwar Swapan.

‘Sonai Madhab’ weaves a tale of

romantic tragedy between Sonai
and Madhab, the leading characters
in the play. The play is a dramatic
depiction that weaves woes, agonies
and dilemmas of women in a tradi-
tional narrative way.

Play

loko natyadal
stages Sonai

Madhab
A scene from the play
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Bengali Film Festival of Dallas
2019 to start soon

Staff Correspondent

F
or the fourth time Bengali Film
Festival of Dallas 2019 is going
to start from 2 August at Dallas

in USA which will continue until 4
August. 

This year the slogan for the film
festival is ‘Bengali film in the world
premises’. The venue selected for the
festival is Angelica Film Center in
Dallas, Texas. A total of eight films
and short films will be screened
here.

Nasir Uddin Yusuf Bachchu’s
‘Altaf’, Abdullah Mohammad
Sader’s ‘Live from Dhaka’, Sohel
Rana Boyati’s ‘Tiyar Goppo’ and S M
Kamrul Ahsan Lenin’s ‘Ghran’ will
be screened. Alongside these west
Bengali films like ‘Ahare’,
‘Furniture’, ‘Pupa’, and ‘Prosharini’
will also be screened at the event.

Festival coordinator Tarek Yasin
Ujjal said, “In order to take forward

Bengali films, everyone will have to
work from their position. For this
purpose, this three day film festival
is being organising for every year.
There is a plan to organize more big
events in the future.”

idris Elba refutes claims
of plagiarism

A
ctor Idris Elba has denied
allegations that he plagia-
rised the work of two women

writers on his new play Tree.
In a post on Medium, Sarah

Henley and Tori Allen-Martin
claimed that they were removed
from the theatre production and
were threatened with legal action if
they spoke out.

They also said that they conceived
the idea for the show, which is billed
as a creative collaboration between
Elba and the director Kwame Kwei-
Armah. The show opened at the
Manchester international festival on
Thursday.

Responding to their allegations,
Elba posted a statement on Twitter,
where he said the pair did work on
developing the play, but added that
their “ambitions” took the show in a
different direction that resulted in
them quitting the production.

“As new ambitions started to be
proposed for the jump off point for
development, Tori and Sarah
decided they didn’t want to pursue
the early thoughts and declined to
work any further on the project,” the
actor wrote.

“This is not uncommon in the
development process. They
expressed their reasoning and we
respected their decision. We were
left without any writers and had to
start work very quickly, which is
our contractual right as beholder of
the original idea, the album,” he
added.

Elba said the claims of plagiarism

are “offensive and troubling” but he
will continue to support “new,
emerging and diverse talent”.

“We wanted to offer an opportu-
nity to support these new writers
while creating a piece of work of
scale and to a director’s vision.

“The outcome is an accusation of
plagiarism and discrimination.
However frustrating this has been
for all, we will continue to offer
opportunities and to support the
next generation of writers and
talent,” the actor added.

The Tree is a blend of drama,
music and dance. According to
its official synopsis, the story
follows “a man’s journey into the
heart and soul of contemporary
South Africa. —Variety

Srabanti in Bhootchakro

Private Limited
Entertainment Desk

S
rabanti had a gala time shooting for
Haranath Chakraborty’s film
Bhootchakro Private Limited. “I love

horror films. So I loved being a part of it,” said
the actor, who is busy doing up her new house.

The film revolves around three friends,
Amit, Nimo and Bony, who discover a strange
looking machine from a dilapidated ancestral
house of Amit. It is called ‘Bhootchakro’. This
machine was used as a device to communicate
with and hunt for ghosts for different purposes
in the 19th century by a man named
Radhamohan.

Radhamohan was a great grandfather of
Amit. So, Amit, Nimo and Bony decide to use
this machine to fake hunting ghosts as a busi-
ness, knowing fully well that they do not know

how to operate this machine and at the same
time they are very much afraid of ghosts.

Amit, Bony and Nimo place an advertise-
ment in a channel, stating that they are
capable of hunting Ghosts with the help of
Bhootchakro. They even fabricate a story
about a stammering wagon-breaker who has
become a minister by taking their help.
Coincidentally, a minister, who was really a
wagon-breaker earlier in his life, watches the
advertisement and start chasing the trio. The
situation is such that these three friends
must leave Kolkata in order to save their
lives. At this point, a lady named Ranja Sen
from Shantiniketan call them for profes-
sional help as her family is suffering from
strange paranormal activities in her house
‘Sesher Kabita’. What happens next is some-
thing to look out for.

Solo Art Exhibition

The Soul of the Soil

underway at Shilpangan

Photo: CollECtEd

Idris Elba

Srabanti Chatterjee

Gaining weight
is a struggle:
Ananya Panday
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A good move for workers’ safety 
From Page 16 Col 2

The RMG factories willing to work
as subcontractors must be affili-
ated with the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) and
Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA). Workers of
the subcontracting factories must
get group insurance coverage and
the factory authorities will pay the
premiums on a regular basis, the
guidelines added.

According to the guidelines the
apex trade bodies namely BGMEA
and BKMEA will have to submit
report on the activities of subcon-

tracting factories to the commerce
ministry and the National Board
of Revenue in every six months.

If any party violates the guide-
lines, the Commerce Ministry,
BGMEA and BKMEA can suspend
services relating to production and
export temporarily or permanently
to any party involved in the
subcontracting process, it reads.

According to the BGMEA offi-
cial website, presently it has
around 4,500 member factories.
Forty per cent of them are
knitwear and sweater manufac-
turers and the remaining 60 per
cent are woven garment makers.
On the other hand, more than

1,300 factories are registered with
the BKMEA. According to the
Department of Inspection for
Factories and Establishments,
about 1,000 garment factories oper-
ating in the country are not affili-
ated with any of the trade bodies.

While talking to journalists
BKMEA vice president Fazlee
Shamim Ehsan welcomed the
move of the government. 

“Once the subcontracting facto-
ries register with the associations,
the apex trade bodies will be able
to monitor their activities. We hope
the guidelines will play a positive
role for the wellbeing of the RMG
sector,” he said.

DCCs launch combined efforts
From Page 16 Col 4

The Minister also said that
although the number of people
infected with the dengue virus has
increased to some extent this year
compared to the previous, the situ-
ation is still under control and
people should not worry.

“They breed in freshwater
contained in leftover cans, buckets,
discarded tires and other sorts of
containers holding stagnant water.
We should check that such unused
containers are not left abandoned
in the open,” he added.

In his address, the Dhaka South
City Corporation (DSCC) Mayor
Sayeed Khokon asked residents
not to panic.

Khokon said, “This year, the
number of dengue patients is
higher compared to the same
period in the last three years, the
situation is, nevertheless, not
worrisome.”              

Dhaka South City Corporation
representatives will knock at the
door to door to destroy Aedes

mosquito’s larvae and their
breeding places.

“I want to assure that the resi-
dents of Dhaka that dengue situ-
ation in Dhaka is not out of control
and there is nothing to be worried
about,” Khokon added.

He also outlined the plan of
combating the dengue menace
saying that from July 15 onward
some 450 mobile medical teams
will stay at every ward of South
City Corporation and will provide
primary medication to the affected
people. 

“Mohanagar General Hospital,
Shishu Hospital, and other nearby
public hospitals will offer free
medical treatment to the infected
patients,” said Khokan.

He further said residents would
also be made aware of the dangers
of Aedes mosquito breeding
grounds.

On the other hand, Dhaka
North City Corporation Mayor
Atiqul Islam said, “We met
different stakeholders of the North

City Corporation and sought
updated information so that we
can determine our activities
accordingly”. 

Dengue is a seasonal infection.
Generally, people in the capital get
infected with the dengue virus
when the monsoon begins since
mosquitoes find a suitable atmos-
phere of laying eggs in fresh rain-
water. 

Health experts urged the city
dwellers to keep the homesteads
and adjacent areas clean and dry.

Mosquitoes breed in stagnant,
standing water around the homes
in leftover containers.

According to official data of
Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS), some 193 people
were infected with dengue in May
and 1,671 more in June which was
52 in May and 295 in June last year.

Earlier On July 2, the High Court
ordered the authorities concerned
to take effective measures to
prevent the spread of dengue
mosquitoes in the capital.

Drives against food adulteration 
From Page 16 Col 1

government agencies. Among
other organisations, NCRPD also
administered drives during the
time. Moreover, the drive resulted
in actions against renowned
brands like Persona, Aarong, and
pharmacy stores which had
expired drugs. The HC itself has
commended the actions of the
Dhaka divisional office of the
organisation. 

It is to be mentioned that as the
number of days has increased since
the passing of the National
Consumer Rights Protection Act
in 2009, so have the number of
fines. In the last fiscal year (2018-
19) alone there have been a total
of 7,343 anti-adulteration
campaigns which resulted in the
penalisation of 19,308 companies.
The total amount of fines collected
by this time is 14 crore 81 lakh 42
thosuand 150 taka.

Other than this, 7,515 consumers
have filed complaints to the organ-
isation out of which 7,185 have
been resolved. This resulted in the
penalisation of 1,468 companies.
And, a total of 93 lakh 97 thosuand
700 taka has been collected as fines. 

From this complainers who
received 25 percent of the collected

fines is 1, 461 which is equivalent
to 24 lakh 39 thousand 325 taka.
In total, the organisation has
deposited 15 crore 51 lakh 525 taka
to the state treasury in the last fiscal
year only.

Starting from May 5 to June 4 of
this year the organisation has
conducted 1 thousand 191
campaigns which resulted in the
penalisation of 3, 273 companies.
In the span of just one month the
organisation issued and collected
fines amounting to taka 2 crore 49
lakh 94 thosuand and at the same
time deposited 2 crore 48 lakh 50
thousand 375 taka to the state
treasury. 

The common populace is also
happy with the actions of the
Department of Consumer Rights
Protection. Assistant Director of
Dhaka Divisional Office Masum
Arefin regarding the strict actions
of the organisation says, “This
drive will be more intensified.
Whenever we will get information
on irregularities we will take
action, whether it is on any special
day or occasion, it doesn’t matter.”

He adds, “Why do we only
become active in the month of
Ramadan? – We had to face similar
questions a number of times in the

Ramada. But, the reality is far from
it. Our drives against adulteration
and market over-watch last all
throughout the year. We are
conducting such drives even after
Ramadan has ended and we will
continue to do so in future.”

He concludes, “New types of
products and services have been
created, and accordingly new busi-
nessmen and customer types are
also coming up. We are conducting
drives in different companies
selling these products and serv-
ices, so that the law is not violated.
These campaigns would not have
been undertaken in previous times.
It is to be noted that, the villages
are now becoming towns. We also
want to extend these campaigns to
village and union level, so that the
people of marginalized areas get
the benefits too. Therefore, we can
assure that, as long as there is the
issue of customer harassment and
law violation in the market, our
campaign will continue and it will
become more intense day by day.
It is a positive aspect for us that
due to these campaigns, awareness
among the consumers, busi-
nessmen and even the general
public is increasing and they are
becoming respectful of the law.” 

Iran exceeds uranium enrichment 
From Page 16 Col 5

US in the second half of last year.
Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi on Sunday singled out
Iran’s declining oil sales as one of
the main issues that needed to be
solved, or Tehran would further step
back from its commitments.

“We hope we can reach a solution
otherwise after 60 days we will take
the third step as well,” he said,
without specifying what the further
measures would involve.

French President Emmanuel
Macron told Rouhani of his “strong
concern” over the risk of weakening
the nuclear agreement and the
consequences that would follow
during a telephone call Saturday,
according to a statement from the
Elysee Palace.

However, the two leaders agreed
to “explore by July 15 the conditions
for a resumption of dialogue
between all parties”, the statement
said, adding that Macron would
consult with Iranian authorities and
international partners to bring about
the “necessary de-escalation” of the
situation over the coming days.

It is not yet clear how far the
Islamic republic will boost enrich-
ment.

But a top advisor to Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei hinted on Friday it could
reach five percent.

‘Extremely concerned’ 
The 2015 deal was reached

between Iran and six world powers

— Britain, China, France, Germany,
the United States and Russia — and
saw Tehran agree to drastically scale
down its nuclear programme in
exchange for sanctions relief.

Washington began reimposing
sanctions in August 2018 and has
targeted crucial sectors including
oil exports and the banking system,
fuelling a deep recession.

The 3.67 percent enrichment limit
set in the agreement is sufficient for
power generation but far below the
more than 90 percent level required
for a nuclear warhead.

Rouhani has stressed that Iran’s
action would be reversed if the other
parties provided relief from the US
sanctions, insisting his country’s
policies are not meant to “hurt (the
deal), but to preserve” it.

France has warned Tehran that it
would “gain nothing” by leaving
the deal and has said “challenging
the agreement would only increase
tensions” in the Middle East.

Iran says that it is not violating
the deal, citing terms of the agree-
ment allowing one side to
temporarily abandon some of
commitments if it deems the other
side is not respecting its part of the
accord.

The diplomatic chiefs of Britain,
France, Germany and the EU have
said they were “extremely
concerned”.

Trump, meanwhile, has warned
Iran that it is “playing with fire”.

‘Strategic patience’ 

Iran says it exercised “strategic
patience” for a year after the US
withdrawal, waiting for the other
signatories to make good on prom-
ised economic benefits.

But on May 8, Tehran announced
it would no longer respect two key
limits — a 1.3-ton maximum for
heavy water reserves and a cap of
300 kilogrammes on its low-
enriched uranium stockpile.

The IAEA has in recent days
confirmed that Iran has breached
the limit of 300 kilogrammes and
has scheduled a special meeting on
Iran’s nuclear programme for July
10.

Also on May 8, Tehran gave a 60-
day ultimatum — a deadline that
expires Sunday — to deal partners
to help it circumvent US sanctions,
on pain of abandoning two more
nuclear commitments.

One was the enrichment cap. The
other was a freeze on construction
of a heavy water reactor.

Rouhani referenced the reactor
Wednesday, telling critical powers
“according to you, (this) is
dangerous and can produce pluto-
nium”.

Europe has sought to salvage the
nuclear deal by setting up a
payment mechanism known as
INSTEX which is meant to help Iran
skirt the US sanctions.

But Rouhani has dismissed the
mechanism as “hollow” because it
has not facilitated purchases of
Iranian oil.

Multilateral partnership 
From Page 16 Col 6

Philippine Ambassador to
Bangladesh Vicente Vivencio T
Bandillo and Rural Development
and Cooperative Division Secretary
Md Kamal Uddin Talukder
addressed the function as special
guests while CIRDAP Director
General Tevita G Boseiwaqa
Taginavulau delivered welcome
address.

Tazul said CIRDAP has been
playing a remarkable role in poverty
alleviation and improving fate of
the rural people of Asia and the

Pacific Region for the last 40 years.
A total of 15 member countries of

the CIRDAP, established by Asia
and the Pacific Region countries and
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), are being benefited by
different activities of the organiza-
tion, the minister said.

He hoped that it will play more
effective role in the future in rural
development in the developing coun-
tries. Later, Tazul Islam inaugurated
the e-Library of the CIRDAP and
Rural Development Fair. He visited
different stalls in the fair.

JS body for ensuring 
From Page 16 Col 6

division project’s work soon
ensuring sustainability in different
areas of the country.

Committee members Road
Transport and Bridges Minister
Obaidul Quader, Enamul Hoque,
Md Hasibur Rahman Shwapon,
Md Abu Jahir, Rejwan Ahammad
Taufiq, Md Salimuddin Tarafder,
Sheikh Salahuddin, Syed Abu
Hossain and Rabeya Alim attended
the meeting.

Safer vegetables 
From Page 16 Col 5

in the villages in the district
including Sadar upazila’s Satmail,
Barinagar, Manikdihi, Hoibotpur,
Tirerhat, Churamonkati and
Ambottola villages. Besides Sadar
upazila, vegetables are also being
cultivated in a large scale in
Bagharpara, Manirampur and
Jhikargachha upazilas. Thousands
of farmers of these upazilas are
cultivating five to six lakh tonnes
of vegetables annually. After
meeting the local demand, vegeta-
bles produced in the district are
sent to different districts across the
In the current summer season,
vegetables is being cultivated on
14,685 hectares of land in Jashore
while during the last winter, it was
cultivated on 15,785 hectares of
land. 

However, questions were raised
over the large scale use of insecti-
cides in the vegetables fields of
Jashore, as the local farmers were
not used to follow the manuals
described in the packets of insecti-
cide. As a result, health of the
famers were being seriously
affected as well as the consumers
who ate those vegetables. 

But, concerned sources said,
since the introduction of
pheromone trap method, an envi-
ronmentally friendly and cost-effec-
tive method of pest control, use of
insecticides in vegetables fields
decreased a lot. 

In this regard,
Sadarupazilaagriculture officer SM
Khalid Saifullahtold the
Bangladesh Post: “Pheromone trap
method is now being used in 200
hectares of land in the
Sadarupazila’s vegetable fields
while the method is being used in
vegetables fields of 1,000 hectares
of land across the district.”

“The pheromone trap is now
being used in cultivation bitter
gourd, brinjal, multitude, gourd,
pumpkin, summer watermelon
and several other vegetables,” he
added.

The agriculture officer said the
government has an aim to ensure
food security for the people before
the end of the present term. The
agriculture department is also
working to reach the target. From
the interest farmers are showing
towards using alternative system
to use of insecticides, it can be said
that within next four years, the
country’s 70 pc to 80 pc produced
vegetables would be safe and
secure to eat. 

1.9cr people get
From Page 16 Col 6

plants with capacity of 13,536
megawatts.

Besides, 1,160 megawatts of
power is being imported from India
per day and added to the national
grid, he added.

The state minister said about 93
percent people of the country have
already been brought under the
electricity coverage as the govern-
ment is implementing short-, mid-
and long-term plans to increase
power generation.

Responding to another question
of Momotaz Begom, MP,
(Manikganj-2), Nasrul said
construction of 53 power plants is
underway aiming to generate a
total of 15,743 megawatts from
duel-fuel gas/LNG, imported coal
and renewable energy sources.

A process continues to sign
agreements with the authorities
concerned to set up 14 new power
plants with capacity of 3,709
megawatts, he said, adding these
plants are expected to be intro-
duced by 2021.

The state minister said the
government has also a plan to set
up 17 power plants to generate
19,500 megawatts of electricity.

Fire at DU central 
From Page 16 Col 2

exits are there in the library, awful
damage could occur if authority
did not  take any measure imme-
diately.”

Meanwhile, the library has now
over six lakh eighty thousand
(680,000) books and journals, and
it has around thirty thousand rare
manuscripts.

GP calls bandwidth
cut inappropriate
Mobile phone operator
Grameenphone has termed the
bandwidth cut down to 30 percent
as illegal, saying the telecom regu-
lator’s blocking bandwidth for
disputed demand is inappropriate,
reports BSS.

“Grameenphone believes this
move is illegal, and the company
will seek intervention of the Court
against this unconscionable deci-
sion of the regulator,”
Grameenphone Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Michael Foley said at
a press conference in a city hotel on
Sunday.

He requested BTRC to “withdraw
the referenced directives and coop-
erate in resolving the disputed audit
demand through a constructive arbi-
tration process under the Arbitration
Act 2001.”

The operator said it was very
unfortunate that directives to the
IIG operators were given in an
attempt by the Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) to pressure GP
to pay a disputed audit claim.

The directive would also have a
negative consequence for local busi-
ness communities and for the
affected IIGs as they would lose
potential revenue and business
opportunities for a situation totally
outside their control, said
Grameenphone.

On July 4, BTRC directed all the

International Internet Gateway
operators to cut down 30 percent
bandwidth of the total usage of
Grameenphone while it was 15
percent for Robi for outstanding
dues.

The regulator took such punitive
measures for the first time against
the mobile network operators
(MNOs) for “bringing discipline in
telecom sector”.

Grameenphone has outstanding
dues of Taka 12,579 crore while the
amount was Taka 867.24 crore for
Robi, according to the BTRC’s audit
claim.

The telecom regulator issued
demand notes to the respective
operators several times. BTRC had
run technical and financial audits
on their network from its inception
to since 2015.

Before this decision, market leader
Grameenphone consumed 209.93
Gbps bandwidth and after the deci-
sion it was brought down to 146.95
Gbps. Besides, Robi consumed
about 150.67 gigabits per second
bandwidth which was brought
down to 128 Gbps. Earlier the regu-
lator suspended issuing no objec-
tion certificate (NOC) for importing
equipment to run the network.
According to BTRC, as of May,
Grameenphone has 7.48 crore active
connections while Robi owns 4.77
crore connections and about half of
them are using internet.

JS, UNDP sign MoU on
organizing workshops
A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed on Sunday
between Jatiya Sangsad (JS)
Secretariat and United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)
on organizing workshops on
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) for the members of parlia-
ment and JS officials, reports BSS.

The MoU was signed when a
delegation, led by UNDP Bureau of
Policy and Programme Support
Team leader Charles Chauvel, met
JS Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin
Chaudhury at her office at the Jatiyo
Sangsad Bhaban here, said a press
release.

Senior Secretary of the JS
Secretariat Dr Zafar Ahmed Khan
and UNDP Bangladesh Resident
Representative Sudipto Mukerjee
signed the MoU on behalf of their

respective sides.
Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin said

Bangladesh is now working to
achieve the SDGs. A workshop will
be held on SDGs tomorrow at the
Jatiyo Sangsad Bhaban where 75
nominated members of parliament
will take part, she added. 

Govt appoints
From Page 1 Col  3

appointed on October 19, 2017,
appointment of all the other AAG’s,
is being canceled.

With the latest appointment, the
total number of AAG’s is now 157.

Recently Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Anisul Huq had asked the assistant
attorney generals and deputy
attorney generals, who were
appointed before 2017, to resign.

Killer of Wari child
Sayma arrested
BP Desk

Police have arrested the killer of
seven-year-old child Sayma from
Sonargaon Upazila of Narayanganj
on Sunday.

The arrested youth is identified
as Harun-or-Rashid, cousin of the
house owner.

Wari Division Acting Deputy
Commissioner Iftekher Ahmed
confirmed the matter.

Earlier, police have identified him
through a video footage. He went
into hiding after the incident.

It has been learnt that the identi-
fied youth lived with another family
in the same under-construction
building. 

Samia Afrin Sayma, whose body
was found in an under-construction
building in Dhaka’s Wari area on
Friday night, was raped before being
murdered.

Confirming the matter, Dr Sohel
Mahmud, head of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) Forensic
Medicine Department, said she was
raped and strangled.

Sayma, 7, daughter of Abdus
Salam and a student of Silverdale
School, was found dead on the
eighth floor of the building.

“Several injury marks were found
on her face and neck. The child was
strangled and raped before the
murder. We have found the
evidence,” said Dr Sohel.

Nurul Amin, additional deputy
commissioner of DMP's Wari
Division said, “After taking permis-
sion from her mother, Sayma left
her apartment on Friday evening to
play with other children of the
building as she did every day.”

“Sayma had remained missing
since then. Family members called
police after they found her blood-
stained body lying on the floor with
a rope around her neck” he said.

The victim’s father said he and his
wife found the hanging body of
Sayma on the eighth floor of the
building which was empty, hours
after she went missing. Abdus
Salam is living in the same building
with his family.

Being informed, police recovered
the body.

Abdus Salam filed a case on
Saturday accusing some unknown
people. Md Samsuzzaman, assis-
tant commissioner (Wari zone), said
they, however, detained five people
for interrogation including the
house owner.
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Sub-contracting guidelines 2019 for RMG sector

A good move for 
workers’ safety 
Staff Correspondent

In a bid to ensure safety, trans-
parency and accountability in ready-
made garments (RMG) sector, the
government has finalised a guide-
line for the subcontracting factories.

The guideline was formulated as
per the National Tripartite Plan of
Action (NTP) on Fire Safety and
Structural Integrity in the RMG
sector in Bangladesh. The Ministry
of Commerce issued a circular in
this regard on May 27 last.

Against the backdrop of a devas-
tating fire incident at a subcon-

tracting factory named Tazreen
Fashion Limited on 24 November
2012 that killed more than 112
garment workers, the government
adopted the NTP and promised to
formulate subcontracting guide-
lines. The Subcontracting Guidelines
2019 says the government-set
minimum wages be ensured for the
workers in the subcontracting facto-
ries and the structural designs of the
factories be approved by the author-
ities concerned, and only the
compliant factories will be eligible
for the subcontracting jobs. 

See Page 15 Col 3

Iran exceeds uranium
enrichment capacity
Iran said Sunday it was set to breach
the uranium enrichment cap set by
an endangered nuclear deal within
hours as it seeks to press signato-
ries into keeping their side of the
bargain.

The Islamic republic also threat-
ened to abandon more commit-
ments unless a solution is found
with parties to the 2015 agreement,
reports BSS/AFP.

The move to start enriching
uranium above the agreed
maximum purification level of 3.67
percent comes despite opposition
from the European Union and the
United States, which has quit the
deal. President Hassan Rouhani’s

order to exceed the threshold would
be implemented ‘in a few hours’
after the last technical details were
sorted, Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organisation spokesman Behrouz
Kamalvandi said live on state tele-
vision.

Rouhani initially flagged Tehran’s
intentions on May 8, exactly a year
on from US President Donald
Trump unilaterally abandoning the
multilateral deal.

He has said the move is in
response to a failure by remaining
state signatories to keep their
promise to help Iran work around
biting sanctions reimposed by the 

See Page 15 Col 3

Fire at DU central
library doused
DU Correspondent

Fire broke out at Dhaka University
Central Library in the capital on
Sunday morning.

The fire was brought under
control within a short time after fire-
fighters, on information, rushed
immediately to the scene.

The fire broke out from an elec-
tric short circuit at around 10:00
am.

“The Library will be closed for an
indefinite period,” added Liberian
Jabed Ahmed. 

Eye witnesses informed the
reporter, the fire broke out from an
electric short circuit at the back gate
of the library, and students being
panicked evacuated instantly.

However, no immediate casual-
ties were reported.

Meanwhile, electricity supply
connection with the library was
disrupted due to fire.

DU Pro-VC (administration) Dr
Muhammad Samad, university
proctor Dr AKM Golam Rabbani
visited the spot.

DU Proctor Golam Rabbani told
the Bangladesh Post, “Firefighters
were called instantly after fire broke
out and they doused the fire soon,
heavy losses could be caused if they
failed to bring it under control
instantly.”

Expressing anxiety a third year
students of Islamic studies,
Tamanna Jannat said, “No proper 

See Page 15 Col 6

Safer vegetables 
within four years
Staff Correspondent

The country is gradually moving
towards producing safer vegetables
within next four years as farmers
day by day are being converted to
an environmentally friendly and
cost-effective method of pest control
in lieu of insecticides.

Known as ‘pheromone trap’, the
method protects human health and
the environment and has been
dubbed by agriculturists as a ‘silent
revolution in pest control manage-
ment’.

Concerned agriculture officials
said from the interest farmers are
showing towards using alternative
system to use of insecticides, it can
be said that within next four years,
the country’s 70 pc to 80 pc
produced vegetables would be safe
to eat. 

Winter vegetables are now avail-
able not only in winter, but
throughout the whole year also. All
through the year, about 20 to 25 kind

of vegetables are being cultivated
in the fields of Jashore. At present,
many vegetable fields can be seen 

See Page 15 Col 6

1.9cr people get
power lines in 
5 yrs: Nasrul

State Minister for Power, Energy
and Mineral Resources Nasrul
Hamid Sunday said the govern-
ment gave new power connections
to about 1.9 crore subscribers in the
last five years, reports BSS.

“After taking various initiatives
to boost power generation, the
government increased power gener-
ation four times to 21,629 megawatts
now from only 4,942 megawatts in
2009,” he said while replying to a
starred question placed by ruling
party lawmaker Md Afzal Hossain
(Kishoreganj) in the Jatiya Sangsad.

Since 2009, Nasrul said, the
present Awami League government
has so far introduced 114 power 

See Page 15 Col 6

No degrees before
names of lower

court judges: HC
BP Desk

The High Court (HC) Sunday came
up with an order saying no lower
court judges are allowed to use
degrees like barrister or doctor
before their names.

A High Court division bench
comprising Justice M Enayetur
Rahim and Justice Md Mostafizur
Rahman passed the judgement on
suo moto.

The court came up with the direc-
tion while hearing a plea filed
against an order passed by Judge
Md Akteruzzaman of Dhaka Special
Judge Court-5, where the concerned
judge were seen using the degree
of Dr before his name.

Multilateral
partnership must

attain SDGs : Tazul
Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Minister Md Tazul Islam Sunday
focused on ensuring multilateral
partnership through exchanging
mutual knowledge and experiences
and technological and financial
assistances to accelerate attaining
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), reports BSS.

“Ensuring multilateral partner-
ship through exchanging mutual
knowledge and experiences and
technological and financial assis-
tances will accelerate attainment of
SDGs,” he said.

The minister was addressing the
inaugural function of a two
programme on the occasion of 40th
founding anniversary of the Centre
on Integrated Rural Development
for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP)
at the CIRDAP International
Conference Center (CICC) in the
city, said a press release here.

See Page 15 Col 1

JS body for ensuring
accountability of

BRTC depot 
managers

BP Desk

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Ministry of Road
Transport and Bridges Sunday
recommended the ministry to take
necessary measures for ensuring
transparency and accountability in
work of BRTC Depot Managers.

The recommendations were
made at the 2nd meeting of the
committee held at the Jatiya
Sangshad (JS) Bhaban with its
Chairman Md Akabbar Hossain in
the chair, said a press release.

The meeting discussed overall
activities and future work plan of
BRTC and implementation progress
of ongoing mega projects under
road transport and highways divi-
sion and bridges division.

The committee also recom-
mended the ministry to take neces-
sary measures for finishing the
ongoing roads and highway 

See Page 15 Col 6

Drives against
food adulteration

to continue
Staff Correspondent

As part of ensuring safe food for the
country’s citizens through moni-
toring the market, National
Consumer Rights Protection
Directorate (NCRPD) is going to
continue its all-out drives against
food adulteration.

NCRPD sources said even though
Ramadan has passed, the authori-
ties have decided to carry out
continuous drives against food
adulterators.

Sources said the recent ban on 52
products by the High Court (HC)
has caused much commotion in the
food industry as well as among the
general public. In this context,
NCRPD has decided to strengthen
its market monitoring activities
more. Mentionable, a number of
renowned brands and food compa-
nies have been fined in the month
of Ramadan during anti-adulter-
ation drives conducted by different 

See Page 15 Col 3

Fifteen young officers of Indian Army along with their wives pose for a photo after reaching Dhaka on a seven day visit, at Tejgaon Airport in the capital

on Saturday. Photo: ISPR

DCCs launch combined 
efforts to fight dengue

Staff Correspondent 

The city corporation authorities
(north and south) have launched a
combined and more coordinated
effort to address the rising dengue
infection crisis in the city.

“Two city corporations - South
and North are working relentlessly
to fight dengue infection caused by
Aedes mosquitoes. The authorities
have taken all kinds of measures to
raise awareness among the city
dwellers and hence destroy the
potential breeding sites,” said
Minister for Local Government
Division Md Tajul Islam at a press
briefing held at his office on Sunday.

See Page 15 Col 3

The tiny rain drops have been transformed into sparkling Crystal Pearl

after falling on the Krishnachura flower. The Krishnachura trees in full

bloom with their fiery orange blossoms conspire to set the streets ablaze.

The picture was taken from capital’s Chandrima Uddyan on Sunday.

Krishnachura (Delonix regia) is a species of flowering plant in the bean

family Fabaceae. It is noted for its fern-like leaves and flamboyant display

of flowers. In many tropical parts of the world it is grown as an ornamen-

tal tree. It blossoms between June and August. Photo: Subir Kumar

Local Government Minister Md Tajul Islam presides over a meeting at his office on Sunday. The meeting organ-

ised to discuss the mosquito control activities in Dhaka city was also participated by Dhaka North City

Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam and Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor Sayeed Khokon. Photo: PID

Pheromone trap method of pest control at a vegetables field in Jashore. 
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